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New Delhi: Class 10 
board exams have been 
cancelled and Class 12 
exams have been de-
ferred because of  a na-
tionwide Covid surge 
that had led to demands 
by parents, students, 
politicians and various 
states for a government 
rethink. The big an-
nouncement affecting 
over 35 lakh students 
followed Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi’s 
meeting this afternoon 
with the Education 
Minister and top offic-
ers. PM Modi reportedly 
said in the meeting that 
while academics are im-
portant, “the health and 
well-being of  students 
has to be the top priori-
ty for the government”.

The CBSE (Central 
Board of  Secondary 
Education) exams for 
Class 12, which were to 
be held from May 4 to 
June 14,  Turn to P6

Need cooperation of all to combat Corona’s 2nd spell: Gehlot

Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has said 
that it is the responsi-
bility of  the state gov-
ernment to keep the 
people of  the state safe 
from the Covid-19 pan-

demic. “We will dis-
charge our responsibil-
ity by convincing the 
people and taking hard 
actions, in which there 
is a dire need for the co-
operation of  all organi-
zations, religious-social 
institutions, important 

persons and common 
people. With about 6 
thousand positive cases 

per day and more than 
161 deaths in the month 
of  April alone, it is clear 

that this phase of  infec-
tion is appalling,” Ge-
hlot said while interact-
ing with representa-
tives of  political and 
religious-social organi-
zations and religious 
leaders through a video 
conference at the Chief  
Minister’s residence. 
He said that during the 
first wave of  Covid in-
fection, people were fol-
lowing the health guide-
lines properly, which is 
why we were able to 

survive the pandemic. 
“This time, while the 
infection is spreading 
more rapidly, it is more 
deadly and is also catch-
ing young people. De-
spite this, the common 
people have left the cra-
dle of  Covid Protocol, 
which is a matter of  
grave concern,” he said. 

The Chief  Minister 
appealed to all the emi-
nent people to cooper-
ate with the State Gov-
ernment in strictly en-

forcing the Covid Proto-
col like wearing masks, 
maintaining  social 
distance and washing 
their hands. He said 
that the government 
has provided adequate 
medical facilities, but 
due to high prevalence 
of  infection in the com-
ing days, the burden on 
these facilities may in-
crease greatly. We can 
all fight against this 
global pandemic togeth-
er, he said.  Turn to P8

IN CM’S OPEN MEETING, 
DELEGATES ASSURED 
COOPERATION ON EVEN THE 
STRICTEST MEASURES

CM Ashok Gehlot

CORONA’S
MONSTROSITY 
SPREADS ITS 
TENTACLES

CBSE 10th 
board exam 
cancelled, 
12th exam 
postponed

Maharashtra, UP, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, MP, Karna-
taka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat and Rajasthan 
are the ‘hotbeds’ for Corona as the 10 states have 
accounted for  82.04% of the new cases with a re-
cord high of 1.84 lakh covid cases in last 24 hours

WINNING ON THE TROT RCBDidi: Culprits of Cooch Behar 
killings will be punished

Anil Deshmukh faces 
questioning by CBI
Mumbai: Former Ma-
harashtra Home Minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh 
reached the DRDO 
guest house here on 
Wednesday as 
the Central Bu-
reau of  Investi-
gation (CBI) had 
summoned him 
for questioning 
in connection 
with alleged cor-
ruption case levelled 
against him by former 
Mumbai Police com-
missioner Param Bir 
Singh, probe agency of-
ficials said.

The CBI on Sunday 
questioned two person-
al assistants (PA) Desh-
mukh in connection 
with the case. Both of  

them were sum-
moned by CBI on 
the same day. 
The agency had 
earlier recorded 
the statement of  
former Mumbai 
Police commis-

sioner Singh, API 
Sachin Waze, complain-
ant Jaishri Patil, ACP 
Sanjay Patil, and Ma-
hesh Shetty (a close 
aide of  Waze).

Kolkata: West Bengal 
Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday 
met family members of  
those killed in CISF fir-
ing during the fourth 
phase of  assembly elec-
tions, assuring them of  
a probe that will track 
down and bring the cul-
prits to book. Banerjee 
lamented that she could 
not meet the next of  kin 
of  the deceased earlier, 
owing to a 72-hour ban 
on entry of  political 
leaders in Cooch Behar, 
where four people were 

gunned down by CISF 
personnel in “self  de-
fence”, on April 10. 
“Our inquiry will track 
everyone responsible 
for the cold-blooded 
killing and ensure they 
are punished  Turn to P6

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on 
Wednesday alleged that the 
BJP has contributed to the 
recent rise in Covid-19 cases 
in the state by bringing “out-
siders” for campaigning 
during elections. “They 
(BJP leaders) have brought 
outsiders for campaigning 
and contributed to the rise 
in COVID cases. We had 
managed to get hold of the 
COVID situation, they made 
it complicated,” Banerjee 
was quoted as saying. —PTI

BJP BROUGHT 
OUTSIDERS IN 
BENGAL
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New Delhi: The cumulative 
number of COVID-19 vac-
cine doses administered in 
the country has surpassed 11 
crore-mark on the fourth day 
of the ‘Tika Utsav’ or vaccina-
tion festival, the Union Ministry 
of Health and Family Welfare 
(MoHFW) said on Wednesday. 
According to the health minis-
try, cumulatively 11,11,79,578 
vaccine doses have been ad-
ministered through 16,53,488 
sessions. Over 40 lakh vac-
cination doses were adminis-
tered in the last 24 hours. 

Amid the exodus from Maharashtra, the Central 
Railways has appealed to the people not to panic, 
and avoid crowding at stations. The Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) and the Railway Police 
have deployed additional forces at stations 
to manage to rush.  “Only passengers having 
confi rmed tickets are permitted to board the 
special trains and they should reach the stations 
one-and-a-half hours before the train’s departure 
time,” Central Railway’s Chief Public Relations 
offi cer Shivaji Sutar told PTI.Jaipur: Rajasthan on Wednesday recorded 

the sharpest single-day spike of 6,200 fresh 
COVID-19 cases and 29 fatalities that took the 

state’’s infection tally to 3,81,292 and the death 
toll to 3,008. Jaipur reported the highest num-

ber of fresh cases at 1,325, Udaipur reported 
918, Jodhpur 820 and Kota 646. Moreover, BJP 

candidate for Sahara assembly seat bypolls 
Ratanlal Jat also tested positive for COVID-19.

Jaipur: 320 doses of the Covid-19 vaccine are missing 
from the Kanwatia Hospital in the state capital. An FIR 
was fi led by the hospital administration when the staff 

members failed to locate the vaccines. The theft case is 
registered under Section 380 of the Indian Penal Code 

that depicts theft in any building, tent or vessel. FIR has 
been fi led against unidentifi ed people by a nurse named 

Hiralal Verma from the hospital. It is being suspected that 
these vaccines might be marketed in black. P3

Jaipur: The Rajasthan government on Wednesday 
decided to postpone the state education board examina-
tion for classes 10 and 12. The Rajasthan Board of Sec-
ondary Education, Ajmer was also directed to promote 
the students of classes 8, 9 and 11 to the next classes. 
Meanwhile, the state government imposed new COVID 

restrictions on Wednesday evening that were labelled 
by public as ‘partial lockdown’ More on P8

The National Institute of Virology (NIV), Pune, 
has shared data with laboratories in Maharashtra 
showing that of 361 Covid-19 samples taken in 
the state from January to March and genome 
sequenced, 61 per cent or 220 had the double 
mutation E484Q and L452R, now classifi ed 
as B.1.617 lineage. On March 24, the central 
government had announced the detection of a 
double mutant variant in “15-20 per cent samples 
in Maharashtra” but did not link the variant with 
the second surge in the state.

New Delhi: Union Health Minister Harsh Var-
dhan Wednesday reiterated that there was no 

shortage of vaccines and the Centre 
is giving vaccines to every state, 
adding that it was the job of the 
states to provide vaccine doses in 
a time-bound manner. He also 

said that the shortage of 
remdesivir injections is 
happening because its 
production was reduced 

when Covid-19 cases were 
decreasing.

NO SHORTAGE OF VACCINES, ALL 
STATES BEING PROVIDED: HEALTH MIN

‘TIKA UTSAV’ COVERAGE 
EXCEEDS 11 CR MARK

DELHI

MAHARASHTRA

RAJASTHAN

AMID EXODUS OF MIGRANTS, RAILWAYS 
SAYS DON’T PANIC, AVOID CROWDING

RAJ RECORDS BIGGEST 
SINGLE-DAY JUMP

 320 DOSES OF VACCINE STOLEN

RAJASTHAN SUSPENDS CLASSES 10 & 12 
EXAMS, ‘PARTIAL LOCKDOWN’ IMPOSED 

DOUBLE MUTANT FOUND IN 61% 
SAMPLES TESTED 

 Yogi Adityanath, 
Akhilesh Yadav test 
positive for COVID-19

 Maharashtra: 2 
lakh cops hit streets 
to enforce curfew-like 
restrictions

 SC makes 
Covid-19 test 
mandatory for people 
entering its premises 
with symptoms

 Dr Reddy’s 
Laboratories to begin 
importing Sputnik V 
in April-June

 No HC nod for 
mass prayers at 
Mumbai mosque 
during Ramadan

 SARS-CoV-2 alters 
lung cell metabolism, 
shows IIT Kharagpur 
research model

COVID UPDATE

Glenn Maxwell of Royal Challengers Bangalore plays a shot during match 6 of the 
Vivo Indian Premier League 2021 between the Sunrisers Hyderabad and the Royal 

Challengers Bangalore. Maxwell was adjudged Man of the Match.

Glad the government 
has finally cancelled 
the 10th standard 

exams, however a final decision 
MUST be taken for the 12th 
grade too. Keeping students 

under undue 
pressure until 

June makes 
no sense. It’s 
unfair. I 

urge the govt 
to decide now.

Priyanka Gandhi 
Congress leader

CM’S INTERACTION WITH POLITICIANS, RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND RELIGIOUS-SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS ON CORONA

While academics are 
important, the health 
and well-being of 

students has to be the top 
priority for the government
 —Narendra Modi, Prime Minister



Laxman Raghav

Sujangarh: Transport 
minister Pratap Singh 
Khachariyawas on 
Wednesday cornered 
BJP and the state presi-
dent Satish Poonia over 
remark on Maharana 
Pratap and Chhabra vi-
olence. He said that 
every mistake demands 
a price and the public 
will answer the insult to 
Maharana Pratap.

He said Maharana 
Pratap was not only of  
Rajputs but even Mus-
lims were his generals 
and Bhils were his sol-
diers and countries like 
Vietnam also bow to the 

soil of  Haldighati. He 
was referring to the 
controversial remark 
of  LoP Gulab Chand 
Kataria on Maharana 
Pratap that has led to 
protests across the 
state.

About Poonia’s state-
ment on Chhabra vio-
lence, he said the BJP 
itself  instigates riots. 
He asked what 25 BJP 
MPs have done for Ra-
jasthan.

Targeting the BJP 
state president Satish 
Poonia, Khachariyawas 
said that he knows him 
from university days 
and he had faced defeat 
in front of  him. He said 

that BJP gets involved 
in riots.  

Khachariyawas said 
that BJP should tell peo-
ple what 25 MPs from 
Rajasthan have done for 
the state.

He said that the MPs 
should make efforts to 
make the EWS model of  
the Ashok Gehlot gov-
ernment implemented 
across the country for 
the welfare of  lakhs of  
poor people.

Higher education 
minister Bhanwar Sin-
gh Bhati also targeted 
the BJP and said that 
remarkable works have 
been done in the Con-
gress rule in the state.
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Yogesh Sharma

Jaipur: State Congress 
President Govind Singh 
Dotasra on Wednesday 
clarified that his re-
mark on teachers’ role 
in the performance of  
students was misquoted 
and taken out of  pro-
portion.  On his contro-
versial remark about 
teachers, Dotasra said 
he is the son of  a teach-
er and respects the 
teachers as they play an 
important role in na-
tion-building. He  was 

quoted in a newspaper 
that teachers have no 
role in making results 
better. 

Talking to the media 
on the occasion of  Dr. 
Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Jayanti on Wednesday 
in the state Congress 
headquarters,Dotasra 
accused the BJP and the 
Central government 
saying that the BJP and 
Modi government be-
lieve in Baba Saheb but 
do not believe in the 
Constitution made by 
Baba Saheb.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: The election 
campaign for the by-
polls on three assembly 
seats in Rajasthan will 
end on Thursday even-
ing. Chief  electoral of-
ficer Praveen Gupta 
said that voting will be 
held on April 17 from 7 
am to 6 pm for Sahada 
constituency in 
Bhilwara, Rajsamand, 
and Sujangarh in Churu  
for which the campaign 
will end at 6 pm Thurs-
day. However, the candi-
dates and supporters 
can visit voters door to 
door. 

Gupta said that there 
will be a complete ban 
on organizing public 
meetings, procession, 
election campaign 
through cinema, Doord-
arshan, electronic and 
social media by the po-
litical parties or candi-
dates from April 15, 6 
pm. 

First India Bureau 

Rajsamand: Reacting to 
the controversy that 
erupted after the leader 
of  opposition Gulab-
chand Kataria’s com-
ment on Maharana 
Pratap, Rajsamand MP 
Diya Kumari said that 
the words used by Ka-
taria about Maharana 
Pratap were not appro-
priate, for which he has 
publicly apologized.

“We all have great re-
spect for Maharana 
Pratap. The use of  inap-
propriate words about 
such brave personalities 
is unfortunate,” she said.

First India Bureau

Bhi lwar a/Chur u: 
Farmer leader Sandeep 
Singh Chaudhary on 
Wednesday demanded 
from the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to dis-
close the name of  mid-
dleman in Rafale deal. 
He said that as per the 
reports, the middleman 

was paid a heavy 
amount for the Rafale 
deal and the PM should 
disclose his name. 

Chaudhary also de-
manded from the Cen-
tre to stop the export of  
corona vaccine from 
India to other countries 
in view of  shortage of  
vaccine in states.
Meanwhile, farmer 

leader and Deputy 
Chief  whip Mahendra 
Chaudhary said that 
the farmers are upset 
with the BJP. Targeting 
BJP president Satish 
Poonia, Chaudhary 
said he had lost univer-
sity election on ABVP 
ticket. He neither un-
derstands nor knows 
much about farming.

Remark on teachers’ 
performance 
misquoted: Dotasra

Campaign 
for by-polls 
ends today

Diya: Comment 
on Maharana 
unfortunate

Disclose Rafale deal middleman name: Chaudhary

Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: A delegation of  
BJP on Wednesday met 
Governor Kalraj Mishra 
and submitted a memo-
randum demanding de-
ployment of  paramili-
tary forces in the three 
by-elections. After meet-
ing the Governor, In the 
representation given to 
the governor, state BJP 
president Satish Poonia 
and other leaders ac-
cused the Congress of  
misusing government 
machinery in the As-
sembly constituencies.

Poonia has also de-
manded a judicial in-
quiry into the Chhabra 
riots from the Governor 
and make up for the 
losses to the victims. 
The Governor has given 
assurance on this mat-
ter. He told the delega-
tion that whatever will 
be possible will be done 
in the constitutional 
realm. BJP national 
secretary Alka Gurjar, 
former state president 
Arun Chaturvedi, state 
secretary Jitendra 
Gothwal, and Gyan Dev 
Ahuja were present in 
the delegation.

First India Bureau 

Ajmer: BJP state presi-
dent Satish Poonia on 
Wednesday said there is 
fear among common 
people while the crimi-
nals are roaming free in 
the state. He said that 
the priest is not safe in 
the temple, the commut-
er is not safe on the 
road, sisters and daugh-
ters are not safe, there 
is an atmosphere of  
trust in the criminals 
and fear among the 
common people.

Poonia said this in 
Kishangarh after laying 
a wreath on the photo 

of  policeman Pawan 
Chaudhary, who was 
killed in an encounter 
with smugglers in 
Bhilwara.

“Law and order has 
completely collapsed. 
Criminals’ morale is 
high as they are firing 
on the police personnel 
and the accused are at 
large,” he said. Ajmer 
MP Bhagirath Chaud-
hary and a number of  
BJP workers were pre-
sent.

Poonia also visited 
the family of  Aunkar 
Rebari in Bhilwara who 
was also killed in the 
same encounter

Naveen Joshi

Bhilwara: Health min-
ister Dr. Raghu Sharma, 
Dharmendra Rathore, 
and RCA president Vai-
bhav Gehlot cam-
paigned in Sahada on 
Wednesday and ap-
pealed to the people to 
make Congress candi-
date victorious.

Dr Sharma and 
Rathore attended a pro-
gramme organized on 
Ambedkar Jayanti at 
Gangapur Ambedkar 
Circle and offered flow-
ers at the statue of  
Baba Ambedkar. Vaib-
hav on Wednesday 
evening addressed a 

public meeting of  the 
Mali community and 
appealed to the public 
to support Cong candi-
date Gayatri Devi. Gay-
atri paid obeisance at 
the Bharak Mataji tem-
ple in the last phase of  
her election campaign 
and assured the people 

that she would leave no 
stone unturned to ful-
fill the dream of  late 
MLA Kailash Trivedi, 
her husband.

A meeting of  the em-
ployees at Somila School 
was held under the 
chairmanship of  Dhar-
mendra Rathore.

BJP meets Governor, seeks 
para forces for bypolls

PSK corners BJP on Maharana 
remark, says party instigates riots

Criminals roaming free in Raj while 
common people living in fear: Poonia

Dr Raghu, Rathore appeal to 
people to make Cong victorious

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas addressing a gathering at Chariya village of Sujagarh on Wednesday.

Satish Poonia paid tributes to Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar on his birth 
anniversary in Jaipur.   —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

Govind S Dotasra and Sachin Pilot paid tributes to Dr Ambedkar on 
his birth anniversary.   —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

Governor Kalraj Mishra meets BJP leaders Satish Poonia, Alka Gurjar,  Arun Chaturvedi, Jitendra Gothwal and Gyan Dev Ahuja on Wednesday.

 SATISH POONIA & OTHER LEADERS ACCUSED THE CONGRESS OF MISUSING GOVT MACHINERY IN THE BYPOLLS

RAJSAMAND TO SOON GET MARBLE MARKET: BHAYA
Ravi Sharma/Ashish 

Rajsamand: Mines 
minister Pramod Jain 
Bhaya on Wednesday 
said since Rajsamand 
is rich in mineral 
wealth, there is a huge 
potential for develop-
ment and Rajsamand 
will be gifted with a 
marble market by the 
government soon.

Ministers Pramod 
Jain Bhaya and Uday-
alal Anjana, and State 
Congress General Sec-

retary Pushpendra 
Bhardwaj held a press 
conference here on 
Wednesday. District 
in-charge minister 

Udaylal Anjana said 
that Rajsamand peo-
ple are aware and they 
know very well which 
party to support in the 

by-election. 
A BJP stronghold 

for two decades as Ra-
jsamand is considered 
a tough nut to crack 
for the ruling Con-
gress. As such the par-
ty is focusing more on 
this seat with minis-
ters and leaders visit-
ing panchayats and 
mobilising public sup-
port for Congress can-
didate Tansukh Boha-
ra. The govt has also 
announced many 
schemes for the area.

Udailal Anjana, Pramod Jain Bhaya, and Pushpendra Bhardwaj 
addressing the media in Rajsamand on Wednesday.

 RELIEF FROM HEAT
Several parts of the state 
including Jaipur witnessed 
cloudy weather on 
Wednesday thereby dropping 
the temperature by a few 
notches. On April 15 and 
16, light rains may occur 
in some places of Western 
and Eastern Rajasthan, the 
MeT predicted. The dept 
also predicted winds at a 
speed of 50 to 60 km per 
hour in Bikaner and Jodhpur 
divisions due to active 
western disturbance that 
will occur in Rajasthan in the 
next 3 days. Clouds hover 
over Jal Mahal in Jaipur on 
Wednesday.   —PHOTO BY 
 SUMAN SARKAR

Health minister Dr Raghu Sharma, Dharmendra Rathore and 
others paid tributes to Baba Ambedkar at Gangapur in Sahada on 
Wednesday.

Sandeep Chaudhary addressing the media in Bhilwara.
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Jodh man tied to pole, 
beaten for eve-teasing
First India Bureau

Jodhpur: A man was 
beaten and tied to an 
electricity pole for eve 
teasing a girl in Borana-
da area of  Jodhpur on 
Wednesday.

The accused teased 
the girl near Jain tem-
ple. The girl informed 
her family members fol-
lowing which the ac-
cused was caught and 
thrashed. He was tied to 
an electricity pole.

Police reached the 
spot and freed him. He 
was taken to a hospital 

for medical examina-
tion. No FIR was regis-
tered in this connection.

Man tied to a pole in Boranada 
area of Jodhpur on Wednesday.

80 people fall ill after 
consuming juice
Ramesh Sharma

Sikar: More than 80 
persons fall sick after 
consuming contaminat-
ed juice served in a pro-
gramme in Sikar dis-
trict’s Fatehpur area on 
Wednesday.

The function was held 
in Datru village where a 
family function was or-
ganised to celebrate the 
birth of  a child. Guests 
and family members con-
sumed juice after which 
several of  them started 
vomiting while others 
complained of  abdomen 

pain. They were taken to 
nearby hospitals where 
they were given primary 
treatment. Police said 
that their condition is 
out of  danger. BCMHO 
Dilip Kulhari reached 
the spot, samples were 
collected.

AFTER EFFECTS...

FIR LODGED AFTER 320 DOSES OF COVAXIN GO MISSING FROM KANWATIA HOSPITAL

INDIA’S 1ST VAX 
HEIST IN JAIPUR!
Rakesh Gusain 

Jaipur: About 320 dos-
es of  Bharat Biotech’s 
Covid-19 vaccine, COV-
AXIN, have gone miss-
ing from cold storage of  
Kanwatia government 
hospital in Jaipur. An 
FIR has been lodged in 
this regard against un-
known persons at Shas-
tri Nagar police station.

Shastri Nagar SHO 
Dilip Singh said that a 
complaint by Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan, 
Superintendent 
of  Kanwatia 
hospital, said 
that on April 11, 
the corona vac-
cine was kept in 
cold storage. Of  
these, 320 doses 
have been stolen. The 
police have registered a 
case and started inves-
tigation and checking 
CCTV footage of  the 
government hospital.

The investigation of  
the case was handed 
over to Head Constable 
Harnath Singh. Dr. 
Harsh Vardhan has also 
formed a committee in 
the matter and the hos-
pital employees have 
been questioned.

An official at the vac-
cination centre said 
that there is a system-
atic record of  doses 
coming at the centre 
and it is suspected that 
vaccines went missing 
from the store. 

A committee has been formed and the employees of the Kanwatia 
Hospital are being questioned in this matter. (Right) The locked 
room after the vaccine theft. —PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR

COVID-19 UPDATE

TOTAL CASES

3,81,292
TOTAL DEATHS

3,008

NEW CASES

6,200
NEW DEATHS

29
RECOVERED  3,33,379
ACTIVE CASES  44,905

JAIPUR 1325
JODHPUR 820

UDAIPUR 918
KOTA 646

44 RT-PCR and 28 RNA
extraction machines installed
First India Bureau

Jaipur: To increase 
Covid testing capacity, 
the present capacity of  
50,000 tests per day is 
being increased to 1 
lakh tests a day for 
which 44 new RT-PCR 
machines and 28 new 
automatic RNA extrac-
tion machines have 
been made available in 

microbiology labs lo-
cated in all medical col-
leges, district hospitals.

Medical Education 
Secy Vaibhav Galriya in-
formed that Covid is cur-
rently being tested free 
of  cost in 35 microbiolo-
gy labs and to increase 
testing capacity 44 new 
RT-PCR machines have 
been installed on a re-
gent rental basis. 

Galriya said that 
17.60 lakh kits have 
been purchased and 44 
machines, Rs 14 lakh 
per machine, have been 
provided free of  cost by 
the vendor on these 
17.60 lakh kits. One 
RNA extraction ma-
chine per 60,000 kits 
has been received free 
of  cost on a regent rent-
al basis.

Police personnel stand guard outside a sealed colony in Malviya Nagar with hike in Covid cases in city.

PSK TARGETS 
CENTRE ON 
VACCINE CRISIS

Transport Minister 
Pratap Singh Khacha-

riyawas on Wednesday 
targeted Central govern-
ment for shortage of the 
Corona vaccine in state. 
He said that the Centre is 
worried about the foreign 
countries and not its own 
country. ‘There is a short-
age of vaccine here and 
the Central Government 
made a mistake by ex-
porting outside,’ he said 
while talking to reporters 
at Ajmer Circuit House. 
He said the leaders of 
the Centre are trying to 
become world leaders 
and they have no concern 
for Hindustan. The issue 
of Corona is not a politi-
cal issue but issue of the 
whole country.

VIRTUAL HEARING IN HC TILL APRIL 30

Only virtual hearing will be conducted in Rajasthan HC 
till 30 April in view of the surge in coronavirus infec-

tion in the state. A consensus on this was reached in a 
meeting of the HC administration with the Bar association 
on Wednesday. The arrangement will be there in place till 
April 30. After a review of the situation, further decision 
will be taken. The meeting was attended by High Court 
judges Prakash Gupta and SP Sharma, Bar association 
president Bhuvnesh Sharma, general secretary Girraj 
Sharma, joint library secretary Hitesh Bagdi and others.

11 FLIGHTS CANCELLED, TRAIN OPS HIT IN JPR
Jaipur: The highest number of 11 
fl ights from Jaipur airport were can-
celled on Wednesday due to low pas-
senger load in the last eight months. 
Flight cancellation has been going 
on for the last 20 days. On Tuesday, 
7 fl ights were cancelled. Five fl ights 
for Mumbai, fl ights to Hyderabad, 
Ahmedabad, and Adampur were can-
celled. Meanwhile, train operations are 

also being hit. Jaipur-Delhi AC double-
decker will run almost vacant on April 
15 as only 110 seats booked out of 
1,382 in Chair car and 7 out of 42 seats 
in executive class. Both Jaipur-Delhi AC 
Double Decker and Daurai-New Delhi 
Shatabdi Express started operating 
from April 10 but they are witnessing 
shortage of passenger load for the last 
fi ve days.  —Kashiram Choudhary 

POONIA TAKES 
A DIG AT CM

BJP state president 
Satish Poo-

nia took a dig at the 
state government for 
vaccine theft saying 
that even vaccines 
are not safe under 
the rule of Chief 
Minister Ashok 
Gehlot. Poonia said 
this is the fi rst case 
of vaccine theft in 
the country and this 
exposes the Gehlot 
government's health 
system in the state.

DIFFICULT TIMES 
OUT THERE

With the increasing Covid-19 positive 
cases, people are seen standing in a queue 

to give their samples for testing at a city 
hospital. —PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

—PHOTO BY SUMAN SARKAR

32,689 GET 2ND JAB89,860GET 1ST JAB

1,22,549 PEOPLE GET VACCINATED IN 
THE STATE ON WEDNESDAY

Man held for repeatedly raping daughter
SHAMEFUL ACT

Rajiv Gaur

Jodhpur: In a shameful 
incident, a man alleg-
edly raped his daugh-
ter repeatedly in Jodh-
pur.

The matter came to 
light when the girl was 
admitted to a hospital 
after she was brutally 
hit on the face by his 
father in a fit of  rage. 
The accused has been 
arrested and being in-
terrogated under po-
lice custody. Police 
said that the accused 

father raped his daugh-
ter repeatedly but she 
could not narrate her 
ordeal to anyone. His 
grandfather sent her to 
a hostel but father 

managed to bring her 
back and raped her 
daily. The victim told 
this to her grandmoth-
er but got no relief. 
Later, in a fit of  rage, 

the accused man hit 
the daughter and bit 
her on the face. The 
girl told the police that 
she was hit but could 
not tell them her real 
ordeal. 

On the information 
of  NGO worker, SHO 
Luni Parmeshwari 
swung into action and 
arrested the accused 
who was produced be-
fore a local court on 
Wednesday where the 
magistrate remanded 
him to two days of  po-
lice custody. 
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THE CONTAGION 
IS BACK WITH  
A VENGEANCE

he covid-19 situation couldn’t be 
scarier. Daily numbers of  positive 
cases and deaths are rising with 
unexpected rapidity. Govern-
ments are struggling to cope with 

the situation arising out of  the high number 
of  patients, a limited number of  doctors and 
paramedical staff, and over-stretched health 
facilities. Then there are usual issues of  slow 
testing and delayed reports leaving the com-
mon man feel uncared for and fighting for 
survival. The second wave has caught us nap-
ping. People thought that the virus had died 
and they were free to mingle. In the govern-
ments’ assessment, the war had been won.

How wrong they all were! The situation is 
going out of  hand in state after state with Ma-
harashtra being the worst hit. In Uttara-
khand, where the Kumbh is being held at 
Haridwar, the government has realised belat-
edly that the holy event was proving to be a 
super-spreader much like the tablighi jamaat’s 
gathering at Nizamuddin Markaz in Delhi last 
year. Over 100 pilgrims and more than 20 sad-
hus, among them Mahant Narendra Giri of  
Niranjini Akhada, have already tested posi-
tive. Suddenly the number of  positive cases 
in Haridwar has surged from 400 a few days 
ago to 1000. Obviously, the virus does not dis-
tinguish between Hindus and Muslims.

In the neighbouring Uttar Pradesh, the 
situation is equally grim. Chief  Minister 
Yogi Adityanath and former Chief  Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav have gone into self-isolation 
after testing positive. Yadav obviously chose 
an inopportune time to meet Mahant Naren-
dra Giri and seek his apology for a past ad-
ministrative mistake. While the mahant may 
have forgiven him, he is believed to have in-
advertently passed on the contagion to Yadav. 
Besides top politicians, nearly a dozen bu-
reaucrats and scores of  doctors and paramed-
ics have been laid low by the virus.

Lucknow’s health infrastructure’s weak-
nesses have been exposed like never before. 
There are no beds in hospitals and the Inte-
grated Covid Control Command Centre has 
gone unresponsive with many patients not 
even getting routine calls, the office of  the 
Chief  Medical Officer is also facing flak for 
not taking calls from ordinary patients seek-
ing hospitalization. With cases rising in the 
state capital exponentially, the administra-
tion’s constraints are understandable but for 
the people, the situation is one of  dismay. State 
law minister Brijesh Pathak’s confidential let-
ter to the additional chief  secretary, depart-
ment of  medical and health, UP, which recent-
ly went viral, is a strong indictment of  the 
state of  affairs. He pointed to the forced stop-
page of  RT-PCR tests at private pathology labs, 
curtailed supply of  testing kits, and patients 
being informed five-six days after the tests.

Two notable steps taken by the government 
include the order to deploy 4th and 5th-year 
MBBS students in the care of  Covid patients 
and getting 25,000 Remdesivir injections from 
Ahmedabad to meet the shortage. Hope these 
steps will help. 

IN-DEPTH

T

himrao Ramaji Ambedkar, 
whom we fondly know as Baba-
saheb Ambedkar, the face of  
the Indian independence move-
ment, chairman of  the drafting 
committee of  the constitution, 
a social reformer, an Indian ju-
rist, an educationist, and above 
all was a staunch supporter of  
the Dalit Movement in the post-
independent Indian history.

Babasaheb was the principal 
architect behind the Indian 
Constitution and played an in-
tegral part in evolving the in-
tellectual tradition within the 
Indian society. Born in Mahu 
(Madhya Pradesh), Ambedkar-
ji was a prolific student who 
earned doctorates from Colum-
bia University in New York and 
received a D.Sc from London 
University to become one of  
the best-educated persons of  
modern India. Raised in a low-
income family, he faced diffi-
culties and challenges during 
childhood; nevertheless, he be-
came one of  the greatest icons 
of  the Indian nation-state.

As one of  the makers of  mod-
ern India, he said, “Education is 
not only the birthright of  every 
human being but also a weapon 
of  social change.” Ambedkar Ji 
was of  the view that education 
is something that ought to be 
brought within reach of  every-
one. It was him who deliberately 
included Article 45 in the Direc-
tive Principles of  State Policy 
that “the state shall endeavour 
to provide, within ten years 
from the commencement of  this 
Constitution, for free and com-
pulsory education for all chil-
dren until they complete the age 
of  fourteen years.”

Only a few might be familiar 
that he contributed his views in 
the reform of  education by tak-
ing an active part in discussing 
the Bombay university act and 
Primary Education Amendment 
Bill. His abiding interest in edu-
cation was not limited to conjec-
ture, but he diligently worked to 
give practical shape to his views. 
He founded the people’s educa-
tion society in 1945 and opened 
several colleges and hostels for 
the emancipation of  Dalits and 
girls through education.

Besides, Dr Ambedkar in the 
Constituent Assembly proposed 
to keep Sanskrit as a national 
language and advocated teach-
ing in mother-tongue. He be-
lieved in making the child’s 
learning process easy and 
smooth through education, 
taught in the mother tongue. Dr 
Ambedkar was an eminent sup-

porter of  job-oriented and skill-
based education. He firmly be-
lieved that technical knowledge 
and skill development were of  
prime importance for the 
youth’s upliftment and econom-
ically backward people.

Our government is committed 
to fulfilling these aspirations that 
he had envisioned for the nation. 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi has always believed that BR 
Ambedkar’s thoughts and ideas 
continue to give strength to mil-
lions, and it is in the respect and 
memory of  Babasaheb’s ideas 
that PM inaugurated the Dr 
Ambedkar International Centre 
for socio-economic transforma-
tion in 2017. This center will 
prove to be an inspiration for pro-
moting the thoughts and teach-
ings of  Dr Ambedkar.

Not only this, today, I am elat-
ed to highlight that the vision 
of  DR Ambedkar on education 
will be accomplished through 
the New Education Policy 2020. 
The New Education Policy is 
the first education policy for 
the 21st century, aiming to build 
character and prepare the 
youth for gainful and fulfilling 
employment while being 
aligned to the Indian ethos.

Dr Ambedkar, the Constitu-
tion’s chief  architect supported 
the constitutional mandate of  
reservation as enshrined in Ar-
ticle 15 and Article 16 of  our con-
stitution. The NEP 2020 affirms 
that the provisions of  reserva-
tions in educational institutions 
will not be diluted. Instead, new 

efforts will be made for bridging 
the gender gap as well as socio-
economic disadvantaged groups 
in access, participation, and 
learning outcomes. A Gender 
Inclusion Fund will be consti-
tuted to build the nation’s capac-
ity to provide equitable quality 
education for all girls and 
transgender students.

Further, Kasturba Gandhi Ba-
lika Vidyalas will be strength-
ened and expanded for girls from 
socio-economically disadvan-
taged backgrounds. While BR 
Ambedkar said, “I measure the 
progress of  a community with 
the degree of  progress women 
have achieved”, I am delighted to 
state that the NEP 2020 is aligned 
with Babasaheb’s vision of  fe-
male education and women 
emancipation. With the NEP, 
Sanskrit will be mainstreamed 

by being offered both at school 
and higher education and San-
skrit knowledge systems will be 
established and strengthened to 
conduct teaching and interdisci-
plinary research.

BR Ambedkar said, “Cultiva-
tion of  mind should be the ulti-
mate aim of  human existence” 
and today, the NEP 2020 will en-
able learners to be original 
thinkers with critical thinking 
and problem-solving aptitude to 
take up the 21st-century global 
challenges. He always encour-
aged the empowerment of  teach-
ers for ensuring a sustainable 
future for our children. Thereby, 
the National education policy 
keeps teachers at the centre of  
the reforms in the education sec-
tor as they are the ones who will 
truly shape the future of  India. 
The policy will help recruit and 
train the very best and brightest 
to enter the teaching profession 
at all levels. These teachers will 
help in fulfilling the vision of  Dr 
Ambedkar, who has been one of  
the enlightened minds of  mod-
ern India; the man who had con-
tributed immensely to shaping 
India’s future as a democracy 
and the secular fabric of  our 
country.

Thus, as one of  the founding 
fathers of  the Republic, the 
Bharat Ratna Dr Ambedkar will 
always be remembered fondly by 
the nation who was committed 
to the development and larger 
well-being of  the entire nation.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY  

 THE AUTHOR ARE PERSONAL

 ‘BE EDUCATED. 
BE ORGANISED. 

BE AGITATED’B

Besides, Dr 
Ambedkar in 
the Constituent 
Assembly 
proposed to 
keep Sanskrit 
as a national 
language and 
advocated 
teaching in 
mother-tongue. 
He believed in 
making the 
child’s learning 
process easy 
and smooth 
through 
education, 
taught in the 
mother tongue. 
Dr Ambedkar 
was an eminent 
supporter of 
job-oriented 
and skill-based 
education

DR AMBEDKAR, THE 
CONSTITUTION’S CHIEF 
ARCHITECT SUPPORTED 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL 
MANDATE OF 

RESERVATION AS 
ENSHRINED IN ARTICLE 
15 AND ARTICLE 16 OF 

OUR CONSTITUTION. 
THE NEP 2020 AFFIRMS 
THAT THE PROVISIONS 

OF RESERVATIONS IN 
EDUCATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS WILL 
NOT BE DILUTED

DR RAMESH 
POKHRIYAL ‘NISHANK’

THE WRITER IS UNION 
EDUCATION MINISTER, 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

f  you could be 
one age for the 
rest of  your life, 
what would it be?

Would you 
choose to be nine years old, 
absolved of  life’s most tedi-
ous responsibilities and 
instead able to spend your 
days playing with friends 
and practising your multi-
plication tables?

Or would you choose 
your early 20s, when the 
time feels endless and the 
world is your oyster – with 
friends, travel, pubs and 
clubs beckoning?

Western culture idealis-
es youth, so it may come as 
a surprise to learn that in 
a recent poll asking this 
question, the most popular 
answer was not nine years 
or 23 years, but 36 years.

Yet as a developmental 
psychologist, I thought that 
response made a lot of  sense.

For the last four years, I 

have been studying peo-
ple’s experiences of  their 
30s and early 40s, and my 
research has led me to be-
lieve that this stage of  life 
– while full of  challenges 
– is much more rewarding 
than most might think.

CAREER, CARE 
CRUNCH
When I was a researcher in 
my late 30s, I wanted to 
read more about the age 
period I was in. That was 
when I realised that no one 
was doing research on peo-
ple in their 30s and early 
40s, which puzzled me. So 
much often happens dur-
ing this time: buying 
homes, getting married or 
getting divorced, building 
careers, changing careers, 
having children or choos-
ing not to have children.

To study something, it 
helps to name it. So my col-
leagues and I named the 

period from ages 30 years 
to 45 years “established 
adulthood”, and then set 
out to try to understand it 

better. While we are still 
collecting data, we have 
currently interviewed over 
100 people in this age co-

hort, and have collected 
survey data from more 
than 600 additional people.

We went into this large-

scale project expecting to 
find that established adults 
were happy but struggling. 
We thought there would be 
rewards during this period 
of  life – perhaps being set-
tled in career, family and 
friendships, or peaking 
physically and cognitively 
– but also some significant 
challenges.

The main challenge we 
anticipated was what we 
called “the career and care 
crunch”.

This refers to the colli-
sion of  workplace demands 
and demands of  caring for 
others that takes place in 
your 30s and early 40s. Try-
ing to climb a ladder in a 
chosen career while also 
being increasingly expect-
ed to care for kids, tend to 
the needs of  partners and 
perhaps care for ageing 
parents can create a lot of  
stress and work.

SOURCE: THE CONVERSATION

At what age are people usually happiest?
I

An idea that is developed and 
put into action is more 
important than an idea that 
exists only as an idea. —Buddha

Spiritual
SPEAK

Top
TWEET

Ravi Shankar Prasad  
@rsprasad
#DigitalIndia is designed to 
empower ordinary citizens with 
the power of technology, it is 
bridging the digital divide and is 
bringing digital inclusion. Aadhaar, 
Ayushman Bharat, GSTN, National 
Scholorship and e-NAM all are 
homegrown solutions.

Piyush Goyal  
@PiyushGoyal
Had an engaging conversation with 
Dr Augusto Santos Silva, Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of Portugal, to 
discuss the strengthening of India 
and EU’s economic relationship. India 
is committed to bolstering trade & 
investment with EU on a foundation 
of shared democratic values Flag of 
IndiaFlag of European Union
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MUMBAI POLICE ARRESTS TWO 
DRUG PEDDLERS WITH CHARAS
Mumbai: The Mumbai 
Anti-Narcotic Cell’s 
Bandra unit has arrested 
two drug peddlers from 
Andheri area and seized 
charas worth Rs 30 lakhs 
from their possession. 
The accused have identi-
fi ed as Firoz Maksud Ali 
khan, 48, and Moham-
mad Aarif Abdul Babu 
Khan, 46, and at least 1.5 
kilogram of charas, which 

amounts to around Rs 
30 lakhs was seized from 
their possession, Mumbai 
Police said. According to 
an offi cial statement, both 
the accused were arrested 
on Tuesday by a team 
of Anti-Narcotics Cell of 
Bandra unit. A case has 
been registered against 
the accused and further 
investigation is underway. 

—ANI

MINOR FORCED TO LICK SPIT 
IN BIHAR’S GAYA, SIX HELD
Gaya: Six persons were arrested in Gaya on 
Tuesday in connection with an incident where a 
minor was forced to lick the spit of another man. 
A video of a youth forced to lick spit has surfaced 
on social media. The minor can also be seen 
doing sit-ups holding his ears. Investigating the 
matter, police arrested six persons. “The man 
had eloped with a woman of his own community. 
After his return, he was taken to panchayat where 
the incident happened. Six people have been ar-
rested,” said SSP, Gaya Aditya Kumar.

EX-CEC GVG KRISHNAMURTY 
DIES, CEC CHANDRA MOURNS
New Delhi: As Former Chief Election Commis-
sioner G.V.G. Krishnamurty passed away on 
Wednesday due to age-related ailments, the 
Election Commission of India said in a state-
ment. He was 86. The former CEC is survived by 
his wife, son and daughter. His last rites were 
performed at the Lodhi Road crematorium here, 
the Commission said. Chief Election Commis-
sioner Sushil Chandra mourned the loss of “an 
illustrious former member of the ECI family” 
and recalled his contribution.

TIGRESS MEGHA GIVES BIRTH TO 3 
CUBS IN ODISHA’S NANDANKANAN
Bhubaneswar: Royal 
Bengal Tigress Megha 
successfully delivered 
3 cubs at the famous 
Nandankanan Zoological 
Park here in Bhubaneswar 
late on Tuesday night. Ac-
cording to Bimal Prasad 
Acharya, deputy director 
of the zoological park, the 
total tiger population at 
the popular Nandankanan 
zoo has reached 30. It 

includes seven white 
tigers, four melanistic 
tigers and 13 royal Bengal 
tigers. Updating about 
the health, he said Megha 
and her three new-borns 
are healthy and have 
been kept under CCTV 
observation for safety. 
The authorities have also 
restricted the area and 
nobody is allowed to go 
there. 

Every student has his own 
ability & potential: PM Modi
New Delhi: If  the in-
ner strength is com-
bined with institution-
al strength, youth can 
achieve whatever they 
want, said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday.Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi 
was addressing the 
95th annual national 
conference of  the Asso-
ciation of  Indian Uni-
versities through video 
conferencing on 
Wednesday. Addressing 
a conference of  Vice-
Chancellors of  various 
universities, Prime 
Minister said, “Every 
student has his own 
ability and potential. 
On the basis of  these 
abilities, there arise 
three questions before 
students and teachers. 
First, what can they 
do? Second, what can 
they do if  they are 
skilled? And third, 
what do they want to 
do? If  we can combine 
the inner strength of  
the youth with institu-
tional strength, then 
they can achieve what-
ever they want.”

Prime Minister Modi 
on Wednesday paid trib-
ute to Babasaheb 
Ambedkar on his 130th 
birth anniversary. He 
said, “Today the coun-
try is also working to-
wards spreading the life 
message of  Babasaheb 
to the people.” —ANI

New Delhi: On 130th 
birth anniversary of  Dr 
Ambedkar, the archi-
tect of  the Constitution 
of  India, President Ram 
Nath Kovind on 
Wednesday asked peo-
ple to take inspiration 
from Babasaheb’s vi-
sion and values, and 
resolve to imbibe his 
ideals in their lives.

“Tributes to Babasa-
heb Bhimrao Ambed-
kar on his birth anni-
versary. He strived for a 
society based on justice 
and equity. Let us all 
take inspiration from 
his vision and values, 

and resolve to imbibe 
his ideals in our lives,” 
the President tweeted 
in Hindi. Earlier today, 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi also paid trib-
ute to Ambedkar.

In a tweet, he said: “I 
bow to Bharat Ratna Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar 
on AmbedkarJayanti. 
His struggle to bring the 
marginalised sections 
of  the society into the 
mainstream will con-
tinue to be an example 
for every generation.”

Born on April 14, 
1891, Babasaheb 
Ambedkar was an Indi-
an jurist, economist, 
politician and social re-
former who cam-
paigned against social 
discrimination towards 
the untouchables. He 
died on Dec 6, 1956.

New Delhi: BJP National 
President JP Nadda on 
Wednesday paid tribute 
to BR Ambedkar on his 
130th birth anniversary 
in Kadampukur and said 
despite obstacles, BR 
Ambedkar never compro-
mised with nationalism.
On his visit to West Ben-
gal, BJP Chief paid tribute 
to BR Ambedkar in West 
Bengals’ Kadampukur and 
said, “Despite obstacles, 
he never compromised 
with nationalism. When 
Congress reproached 
him, he wrote to Sardar 
Patel, ‘I’m a greater 
nationalist than any 
Congressmen’.” “Today, 
the birth anniversary of 
Bharat Ratna Baba Saheb 
Bhimrao Ambedkar is be-
ing celebrated all over the 
country. We are deter-
mined to work in society 
by taking inspiration from 
them. Baba Saheb was a 
leader, thinker, economist, 
writer, social reformer,” 
he added. —ANI

Imbibe Ambedkar’s ideals, take 
inspiration from his values: Kovind

JP NADDA PAYS 
TRIBUTE TO 
BABASAHEB ON HIS 
BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Modi addresses a conference of Vice-Chancellors of universities.  —PHOTO BY ANI

RaGa attacks BJP, TMC in his 
maiden poll outing in Bengal
Goalpokhor/Siliguri: 
In his maiden campaign 
in poll-bound West Ben-
gal, Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi on Wednes-
day termed BJP’s claim 
to build “Sonar Bangla” 
(golden Bengal) as a “mi-
rage” and said the saffron 
party has nothing to offer 
except for hatred, vio-
lence and dividing people 
on the basis of  language, 
religion, caste and creed.

Gandhi also attacked 
ruling Trinamool Con-
gress, saying his party 
would never align with 
the BJP and the RSS, un-
like the TMC, which in 
the past had been an al-
liance partner of  the 
saffron party-led NDA.

The former Congress 
president, who attended 
two rallies in North Ben-
gal in Goalpokor in Ut-
tar Dinajpur and Silig-
uri, blamed PM Modi for 
failing to control COV-
ID-19 surge in Bengal.

“BJP wants to destroy 
Bengal’s culture, herit-
age and divide it. In As-
sam, they are doing the 
same thing; in Tamil 
Nadu, they are trying to 
do the same thing with 
their alliance partner 
AIADMK.

Lashing out at PM 
Modi over COVID situa-
tion in the country, the 
Congress leader said, 
“Modiji and the BJP 
have failed to control 
coronavirus surge in the 
country”.

 Rahul Gandhi also 
cited a quote of  Mahat-

ma Gandhi to imply that 
the government’s deci-
sion to fast-track emer-
gency approval for for-
eign-produced anti-cor-
onavirus vaccines had 
been prompted by his 
party’s suggestions.

Rahul had written to 
PM Modi on Friday, urg-
ing the government to 
fast-track approval for 
vaccines. BJP leader 
and Union minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad 
had then accused Gan-

dhi of  lobbying for phar-
ma companies by asking 
for arbitrary approval 
for foreign vaccines.

“First they ignore 
you, then they laugh at 
you, then they fight you, 
then you win,” Rahul 
cited Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s quote and tagged a 
media report on Central 
government saying it 
has fast-tracked emer-
gency approval for for-
eign-produced jabs. 

 —Agencies

DELHI HC ORDERS RELEASE OF MAN 
FROM DEPORTATION CENTRE

ED SERVES NOTICE 
TO TMC LEADER 
ON PONZI SCAM

ENTERING SC, 
COVID-19 TEST IS 
MANDATORY

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court has ordered the 
release of a man from ‘Sewa Sadan Deportation 
Centre’ Narela, Lampur Village, observing that 
he has been detained without any legal cause, 
occasion, or justifi cation. “In view of the facts 
and circumstances elaborated hereinabove, it 
can clearly and unequivocally be held that man is 
being detained by the offi cial respondents without 
any legal cause, occasion or justifi cation; and in 
gross violation of the procedure established by 
law,” the court said. —ANI

Kolkata: The Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
on Wednesday served 
notice to West Bengal 
Minister and senior 
TMC leader Partha 
Chatterjee asking him 
to appear before it next 
week, in connection 
with the I-Core ponzi 
scam. This has come 
in the midst of ongoing 
West Bengal Assem-
bly polls. Earlier, the 
Election Commission 
had banned Mamata 
Banerjee.

New Delhi: In light of 
the growing concerns 
amid a sudden upsurge 
of COVID-19 cases 
and as a precautionary 
measure to contain the 
spread of infection, the 
Supreme Court has 
made a Covid-19 test 
mandatory for eve-
ryone who enters its 
premises with symp-
toms of the disease. 
The Supreme Court 
has come out with ad-
ditional guidelines for 
entrants.

MEA: Monitoring Pak 
protests, will ensure 
safe return of pilgrims
New Delhi: India is 
closely tracking the de-
velopments in Pakistan 
and will do “utmost” to 
ensure security and safe 
return of  the Sikh Pil-
grims who have gone to 
pay obeisance at Gurd-
wara Panja Sahib in La-
hore, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar 
said on Wednesday.

“Closely tracking de-
velopments. In touch 
with Pakistani authori-
ties and Sikh Jatha. 
Will do utmost to en-
sure security and safe 
return of  pilgrims,” 
Jaishankar said in a 
tweet. His comment 
came after Manjinder 
Singh Sirsa, President 
of  Delhi Sikh Gurd-
wara Management 
Committee, tweeted 
about the pilgrims visit-
ing Lahore amid rising 
violence in Pakistan.

After the arrest of  
TLP’s chief  Rizvi, who 
was demanding that the 

French ambassador be 
sent home and import 
of  goods from France 
over alleged blasphe-
mous caricatures pub-
lished in Paris, violence 
erupted in Pakistan, 
resulting in the death 
of  three and several 
others injured.

Pakistan Interior 
Minister Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed, meanwhile, 
said government has 
decided to ban the radi-
cal Islamist TLP, whose 
supporters and workers 
have been carrying out 
violent protests across 
the country for three 
days.   —ANI

Kashmiri Hindus 
will be resettled 
in Valley: RSS

Amritsar farmers stage 
protest against farm laws 

Jammu: Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh 
(RSS) general secretary 
Dattatreya Hosabale on 
Wednesday said that a 
“sankalp” (resolve) was 
made during the three-
day Navreh programme 
here that Kashmiri Hin-
du families will be reset-
tled in Kashmir again 
in the coming days and 
Navreh will be celebrat-
ed with joy next year in 
the Valley. Speaking at 
the concluding event of  
the three-day Navreh 
Mahotsav here, Hosa-
bale said the govern-
ment should take steps 
to create an environ-
ment for the return of  
Kashmiri Pandits to the 
Valley. He said the pur-
pose of  organizing the 
function was special 
this year as Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ladakh 
are at an important 
point in history today.

He said Hindus from 
Kashmir had faced dif-
ficulties for the past 
many years.  —ANI

Amritsar: Farmers 
staged a protest against 
the three central agri-
culture laws at Jandiala 
Guru Dana Mandi in 
Amritsar on Tuesday.

They also observed a 
one-minute silence to 
pay tribute to those who 
died in the Jallianwala 
Bagh massacre on the 
occasion of  its 102nd 
anniversary. Speaking 
to ANI, Sarvam Pander, 
a member of  Kisan Ma-
jdoor Sangh said, “We 
paid tribute to those 
who lost their lives in 
the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. We appeal to 
everyone including 
Hindu, Sikh, Muslim or 
Christians to unite 
against the central 
farm laws.”

“There are lakhs of  
farmers sitting at Sing-
hu, Tikri and Ghazipur 
borders. They will con-
tinue the agitation until 
these “black laws” are 
not repealed. On April 
20, will march towards 
Delhi,” he added.

FARMER LEADERS SAY WILL 
BEGIN MARCH TO DELHI
Farmer union leaders announced that farmers, 
activists and women protesters will begin a mas-
sive march toward Delhi on April 21.The an-
nouncement was made at a Baisakhi Conference 
called by BKU in Bathinda’s Talwandi Sabo. The 
conference dedicated to Jallianwala Bagh martyrs 
and to mark ‘Khalsa Sajna Diwas’, was attended 
by thousands of farmers. Apart from Talwandi 
Sabo, Baisakhi Conferences against the controver-
sial farm laws were held at 38 other spots across 
Punjab. Addressing the gathering of farmers in 
Talwandi Sabo, BKU (Ekta Ugrahan) state presi-
dent Joginder Singh Ugrahan said that the April 
21 march would be led by the union state general 
secretary Sukhdev Singh Kokrikalan. 

IN THE 
COURTYARD

MAMATA EYES ONLY THRONE, NOT 
PROGRESS: RAJNATH SINGH
Swarupnagar: Defence minister Rajnath Singh on 
Tuesday hit out at WB chief minister and TMC chief 
Mamata Banerjee by saying that she is doing politics 

only to recapture power and not 
to develop the state. Addressing 
a rally at Swarupnagar in North 
24-Parganas, Singh said that 
providing good governance is a 
tough job for the TMC supremo, 
who ruled Bengal for 10 years 
and ruined the state with 
syndicate raj, extortion racket 
and cut money culture. Over her 

continuous attack on Prime Minister Narendra Modi for 
criticising the law and order situation in the state, Singh 
said that Mamata keeps blaming Modi for everything. 
“You talk nonsense about our PM,” said Singh.

Rahul Gandhi addresses a public meeting at Goalpokhar 
in Uttar Dinajpur district on Wednesday.
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2ND COVID WAVE WORSENS IN INDIA

New Delhi: As India 
recorded the highest-
ever single-day spike in 
COVID-19 cases with 
over 1.84 lakh new cases 
on Wednesday, the 
chairman of  the COV-
ID-19 working group of  
the National Technical 
Advisory Group on Im-
munisation (NTAGI) Dr 
NK Arora said political 
rallies, religious gath-
ering and Kisan An-
dolan are super-spread-
ers of  the disease.

Dr Arora’s remarks 
come against the back-

drop of  the ongoing 
West Bengal assembly 
elections, Kumbh Mela 
in Haridwar and farm-
ers agitation at the bor-
ders of  the national 
capital.

Speaking to ANI, Dr 
Arora said, “What we 
can see is that young-
sters are more careless. 
They believe in small 
gathering and organis-
ing parties. Also, we 
have seen social and re-
ligious gatherings, 
Kisan Andolan and po-
litical rallies. These all 

are super-spreaders of  
COVID. Unless these 
are stopped, no one can 
help us. We need to be 
very critical about all 
these and finally, I 
would say that these 
have to be done with all 
the support of  political 
and implementing au-
thority.”

Without naming 
Kumbh Mela, Dr Arora 
categorically stated 
that any form of  gather-
ing micro or mega acts 
as a super spreader of  
covid-19. —PTI

Political rallies, religious gatherings super-spreaders of COVID-19: National Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation

New Delhi: Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday virtually 
interacted with Gover-
nors and Lieutenant 
Governors of  all states 
and union territories 
regarding the COVID-19 
situation and the ongo-
ing vaccination drive in 
the country. According 
to PMO, PM Modi said 
that values and sense of  
duty of  people are the 
biggest strengths in the 
battle against COV-
ID-19, along with the 
vaccines. He also 
praised the citizens 
who participated in this 
battle last year, consid-
ering it their duty, he 
said that the same feel-
ing of  “Janbhagidari” 
(public participation) 

needs to be encouraged 
now as well. 

Vice President M 
Venkaiah Naidu, Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Union Health 
Minister Harsh Vard-
han also attended the 
interaction. PM also 
mentioned that the role 
of  Governors, through 
appropriate utilisation 
of  their social capacity, 
thus becomes all the 
more critical to achiev-
ing victory over COV-
ID-19. PM noted that the 
Indian youth, the work-
force, is an important 
part of  the economy, 
therefore, it is impor-
tant to ensure that the 
youth follows all COV-
ID-19 related protocols 
and precautions. —ANI

New Delhi: With COV-
ID-19 infections spread-
ing rapidly in the coun-
try, the Congress on 
Wednesday accused 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi of  being neg-
ligent, careless and cal-
lous in tackling the vi-
rus and jeopardising 
the lives of  Indians, 
and asked him to follow 
“raj dharma”.

Congress general 
secretary and chief  
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said the 
Modi government has 
been completely care-
less and cruel when it 
comes to ensuring life-
saving drugs, provid-
ing oxygen and vac-
cines to Indians, and 
has proved incompe-
tent in controlling the 
spread of  the virus.

India reported a 

maximum of  around 
1.85 lakh cases and 
1,027 deaths due to 
COVID-19 on Wednes-
day and now has the 
second highest number 
of  infections after the 
United States.

Surjewala said while 
there is an acute short-
age of  vaccines across 
the country, the govern-
ment is busy abusing 
state governments rais-
ing the issue with base-
less and senseless alle-
gations.

He also demanded 
that the government 
agree to the requests of  
students by postponing 
or cancelling the CBSE 
board exams and not 
risk their lives by mak-
ing them sit for the ex-
ams physically when 
infections are spread-
ing fast.  —PTI

New Delhi: The Con-
gress on Wednesday re-
leased the vision docu-
ment for its digital me-
dia platform ‘’Inc TV’’ 
that will formally be 
launched on April 24 to 
help spread its message 
directly to people.

Addressing a joint 
press conference, Lead-
er of  Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha Mallikarjun 
Kharge and party chief  
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala said the plat-
form will be formally 
launched on ‘’Panchay-
ati Raj Day’’ and will 
help raise the voice of  
the downtrodden and 
oppressed sections of  
the society.  Surjewala 
said the digital platform 
will air eight hours of  
live programming from 
April 24, but will not be 
on the Satellite or OTT.

Initially, the lan-
guage used will only be 
Hindi and English, but 
may be expanded in re-
gional languages too.

He clarified that the 
same would be headed 
by a journalist and 
would help put forth 
the views of  all sections 
of  the society that are 
currently not being 
shown. —PTI

Mumbai: The Union 
government has in-
formed the Bombay 
High Court that mak-
ing FASTag mandatory 
for all vehicles running 
on national highways 
does not breach a citi-
zen’s fundamental right 
to freedom of  move-
ment in any way.

The Centre made the 
submission in an affi-
davit filed in the High 
Court last week in re-
sponse to a public inter-
est litigation challeng-
ing its decision to make 
FASTag, the electronic 
toll collection chip, 
mandatory for all vehi-
cles at toll plazas on na-
tional highways.

The plea filed by one 
Arjun Khanapure, also 
challenged the govern-
ment’s norm of  impos-
ing fines on vehicles 
flouting the FASTag 
rules.

CBSE 10th...
have been postponed, 
said Education Minis-
ter Ramesh Pokhriyal 
Nishank in tweets. A 
decision will be taken 
on fresh dates on June 
1, he said, adding that 
students will have at 
least 15 days’ notice be-
fore the exams.

On the Class 10 ex-
ams that were can-
celled, the minister 
said the results would 
be prepared “on the ba-
sis of  an objective cri-
terion to be developed 
by the Board” and stu-
dents not satisfied 
with their marks 
would be given the 
chance to take the ex-

ams whenever they 
can be held.

For schools under 
the ICSE (Indian Cer-
tificate of  Secondary 
Education) board, a de-
cision is yet to be an-
nounced.

Didi: Culprits...

as per law,” she said. 
Banerjee said she will 
also ensure justice for 
the family of  Ananda 
Burman, an 18-year-old 
first-time voter who 
was shot dead outside a 
polling booth in the 
same district. Four peo-
ple were killed Cooch 
Behar’s Sitalkuchi as 
central forces opened 
fire amid polling. —PTI

FROM PG 1

MIGRANT WORKERS RETURN FEARING LOCKDOWN

GOVT AGAIN DENIES 
VACCINE SHORTAGE

NEARLY HALF A DOZEN 
STATES PUT OFF BOARDS

Amidst the spike in 
coronavirus cases, 

people at Delhi’s Anand 
Vihar bus station 
were seen returning 
to their native places 
as they were fearing 
that the government 
may announce another 
lockdown soon like last 
year.

The national capital 
recorded 13,468 COV-
ID-19 cases on Tuesday 

-- the highest single-day 
spike so far.

Speaking to ANI, 
Subhash, a passenger 
who is a migrant worker 
and going to Hardoi 
said: “Lockdown is 
going to get imposed. 
So we are going back 
home, everyone is say-
ing that lockdown is go-
ing to happen even our 
neighbours are saying 
so. I will start doing any 

work in Hardoi.”
He further said last 

year, when the lock-
down was imposed 
he had to go back by 
walking. “We thought 
that if it happens again 
it would be better to 
leave early otherwise 
the situation will be the 
same,” he explained.

He added, “Now I am 
not in a mood of com-
ing back to Delhi again.”

The Centre continued with its 
dismissive stance on vaccine 

shortage in the country amid the rag-
ing coronavirus crisis even as states 
continue to flag the depleted or 
near-depleted stocks of drugs. Faced 
with two of its worst possible crisis 
during the second wave, record 
spikes in daily cases of Covid-19 and 
what several states have claimed a 
shortage of vaccine against the viral 
disease, India is grappling to bring 
the surge under control. Stating that 
the states are tasked with efficient 
distribution, the Union health min-
ister said that the government has 
provided the states with vaccines.

As the CBSE cancelled its exams 
for class 10 and deferred those 

for class 12, Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Himachal Pradesh and Ma-
harashtra have also postponed their 
state board exams for these classes 
due to surge in coronavirus cases. 
West Bengal and Uttar Pradesh said 
they were monitoring the situation 
and are yet to decide whether to go 
ahead with the board exams. Karna-
taka said it will conduct the exams as 
scheduled. Meghalaya too said it is 
ready to hold the state board exams 
for class 12 but will take a decision 
on class 10 exams after a review of 
the situation is completed.

PM interacts with 
Guvs, LGs on Corona 
situation, vaccination

Surjewala: PM busy 
campaigning, must 
follow Raj Dharma

Congress general secretary Randeep Surjewala.

 Passengers boarding a train for their hometown amid the surge in COVID-19 cases, at Anand 
Vihar Railway Station in New Delhi on Wednesday.  —PHOTO BY ANI

Cong digital 
TV platform to 
be launched 
on April 24

FASTag won’t 
breach Right 
To Freedom, 
says govt

Washington: India, 
under Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, is 
more likely than in the 
past to respond with 
military force to per-
ceived or real Paki-
stani provocations, 
the US intelligence 
community has told 
Congress in a report.

The Office of  the Di-
rector of  National In-

telligence (ODNI) in 
its Annual Threat As-
sessment report to the 
US Congress, said al-
though a general war 
between India and Pa-
kistan is unlikely, cri-
ses between the two 
are likely to become 
more intense, risking 
an escalatory cycle.

“Under the leader-
ship of  Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi, 
India is more likely 
than in the past to re-

spond with military 
force to perceived or 
real Pakistani provo-
cations, and height-
ened tensions raise 
the risk of  conflict 
between the two nu-
clear-armed neigh-
bours, with violent 
unrest in Kashmir or 
a militant attack in 
India being potential 
flashpoints,” it said.

New Delhi: Union En-
vironment Minister 
Prakash Javadekar on 
Monday said India will 
raise its climate ambi-
tions but not under 
pressure.

He said India will 
also continue to ask de-
veloped countries for 
finance and support 
and about their climate 
actions.

Javadekar made the 
remarks during a 
speech after a meeting 
with French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le 
Drian at the French 
Embassy. Javadekar 

said India is the only 
G-20 country to walk 
the talk on the Paris cli-
mate agreement and 
“we have done more 
than we promised”. 
Many countries have 
forgotten their pre-2020 

commitments and they 
are now talking of  2050, 
he said. “Many coun-
tries are now saying 
don’t use coal but the 
alternative has to be 
much cheaper than 
coal, only then India 

will do away with coal,” 
he said. He said India is 
suffering because of  ac-
tions of  others.

“The US, Europe and 
China emitted (green-
house gas) and there-
fore, the world is suffer-
ing,” he said, adding 
historical responsibili-
ty is a major thing in 
climate debate.

“We must also take 
into consideration cli-
mate justice to poor na-
tions.  They have the 
right to develop. Devel-
oped countries should 
finance what they com-
mitted,” he said.

Crises between India, Pakistan likely 
to intensify, says US intelligence

Shahi snan in Haridwar: Lakhs 
ignore Covid concerns, take dip

Access to professional edu no 
government largesse, says SC

India will raise its climate ambitions 
but not under pressure: Javadekar

Prakash Javadekar

PM Narendra Modi

Dehradun: Throwing 
caution to the wind 
amid rising cases of  
coronavirus, thousands 
of  seers congregated on 
Wednesday at Har ki 
Pairi in Haridwar to 
take a dip in the Ganga 
during the third shahi 
snan of  the Kumbh 
mela.

The royal bath’ 
marked Mesh Sankran-
ti and Baisakhi, and fell 
two days after a similar 
convergence of  sadhus’ 
and other devotees for 
the second shahi snan 
-- events where follow-
ing social distancing 

norms appears almost 
impossible.

By noon between 
eight and 10 lakh people 
had take a bath in the 
river, Uttarakhand DGP 
Ashok Kumar, who was 
supervising the ar-
rangements at Harid-
war, said.

Sadhus from four of  
the 13 akhadas were 
through with the snan’ 
by this time. The officer 
said the event was go-
ing on without any hin-
drance.

He said the crowds at 
the Ganga ghats were 
much smaller than ex-

pected at the third sha-
hi snan - considered the 
most important in the 
series - and attributed 
this to the Covid restric-
tions in place.

Police personnel 
were seen distributing 
masks among people in 
the Mela area.

However, social dis-
tancing norms were vi-
olated openly by the 
seers when they and 
their followers descend-
ed the steps at Har ki 
Pairi to wade into the 
river. No masks were 
worn by a large propor-
tion of  them. —PTI

New Delhi: Access to 
professional education 
is not a governmental 
largesse and state has 
an affirmative obliga-
tion to facilitate its 
reach at all levels, the 
Supreme Court has 
said.

This obligation as-
sumes far greater im-
portance for students 
whose background im-
poses formidable obsta-
cles on their path to ac-
cess quality education, 
the apex court said.

A bench of  Justices D 
Y Chandrachud and M 
R Shah made these ob-

servations in a verdict 
on separate pleas filed 
by two students from 
Ladakh who were not 
admitted to MBBS de-
gree course in medical 
colleges here despite 
due nomination by the 
Union Territory and in 
terms of  the seats noti-
fied by the Centre.

While the right to 
pursue higher (profes-
sional) education has 
not been spelt out as a 
fundamental right in 
Part III of  the Constitu-
tion, it bears emphasis 
that access to profes-
sional education is not a 

governmental largesse. 
Instead, the state has an 
affirmative obligation 
to facilitate access to 
education, at all levels, 
the bench said in its 
judgement delivered on 
April 9.

This obligation as-
sumes far greater im-
portance for students 
whose background (by 
virtue of  such charac-
teristics as caste, class, 
gender, religion, disabil-
ity and geographical re-
gion) imposes formida-
ble obstacles on their 
path to accessing quality 
education, it said. —PTI
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Kashiram Choudhary 

Jaipur: The Governor, 
Kalraj Mishra on 
Wednesday inaugurat-
ed the indigenous cow 
modern dairy built by 
Rajasthan University 
of  Veterinary & Animal 
Sciences, Bikaner at 
Raj Bhawan here.

Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Colonel Vishnu Sharma 
told Mishra that proper 
arrangements have 
been made for the cow 
fodder, comfort, cleanli-
ness and health of  bo-

vine. Fountain systems, 
swinging cow brushes, 
automatic bathing 

equipment, etc. have 
been installed here for 
protection from strong 

heat. Earlier, Mishra 
visited the state-of-the-
art facilities and equip-

ment developed for the 
care of  cows and also 
feeded fodder to the bo-
vine. He praised the ar-
rangements made in 
the gaushala and re-
leased the quarterly 
newsletter of  the uni-
versity.Mishra also paid 
tributes to Baba Saheb 
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar 
on the occasion of  his 
130th birth anniversary. 
Mishra called on all the 
countrymen to imbibe 
the philosophy of  ‘Ba-
hujan Hitay Bahujan 
Sukhay’ of  Babasaheb.

Governor inaugurates modern cow dairy
STATE-OF-THE-ART

Nirmal Tiwari

Jaipur: Expectations 
are high that soon Had-
oti region will get its 
second and state’s 
fourth tiger reserve as 
Bundi’s Ramgarh Vish-
dhari sanctuary is all 
set to be notified as the 
state’s fourth tiger re-
serve.

Forest Department 
has sent a proposal to 
state government and 
National Tiger Conser-
vation Authority 
(NTCA) in this regard. 
Although Kumbhal-
garh is also included in 
the race for tiger re-
serve, the fact that 

there is regular tiger 
movement in Ramgarh 
sanctuary, is strength-
ening its claim.

Chief  Wildlife War-
den Mohan Lal Meena 
said he has sent a pro-
posal to notify Ram-
garh Vishdhari sanc-
tuary as the fourth ti-
ger reserve. Even Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla has been trying 
to make Ramgarh a ti-
ger reserve. Due to be-
ing associated with 
Ranthambore, the 
movement of  tigers 
has been happening in 
this area and once the 
area is notified as a ti-
ger reserve then tigers 

could soon be shifted 
here as well.

Due to the increas-
ing number of  tigers 
in Ranthambore, and 
to prevent the territo-
rial fight between the 
Big Cats, additional 
tigers from Rantham-
bore will be translo-

cated to 

Ramgarh Vishdhari.
It is believed that 

soon the NTCA team 
will visit Ramgarh 
Vishdhari sanctuary 
and approve the pro-
posal sent by the For-
est Department. After 
this, its notification 
will be issued by the 

Center.

A NEW HEAVEN FOR                 !
Hadoti region all set to get second tiger reserve once Ramgarh Vishdhari gets NTCA nod; will be  state’s 4th tiger reserve 

The forest department 
has also prepared a plan 
to rehabilitate tigers at 

MukundaraHills Tiger Re-
serve, the fi rst tiger reserve 
of Hadoti. Recently, Chief 
Wildlife Warden of the state 
Mohan Lal Meena had written 
a letter to the NTCA asking to 

send the team to Mukundara 
so that the NTCA team, after 
taking stock of the situation, 
gives approval to start the 
tiger rehabilitation scheme 
there.

Till last year the number 
of tigers in Mukundara had 
reached 7, but after the death 

of tigers due to various rea-
sons, Mukandra has become 
almost tiger-less. 

The only tigress left here is 
MT4, which is also under the 
supervision of doctors due to 
health issues.  

The forest department 
wants a pair of tigers to 

be brought to Mukundara 
from Madhya Pradesh or 
Maharashtra as part of the 
exchange programme, as 
well as from Ranthambore. 

Sources say that after NTC 
approval, tiger shifting can be 
done in Mukundara after the 
monsoon.

Chhabra violence: VHP blames 
PFI, calls for bandh on Apr 16

High Court issues notice to 
govt, RPSC over recruitment

Gem and jewellery exports 
decline by 28.46% in 2020-21

Bhanwar S Charan 

Kota/Baran: Four 
days after the commu-
nal violence hit 
Chhabra town, Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad on 
Wednesday alleged that 
members of  the Popu-
lar Front of  India (PFI) 
were involved in the vi-
olence and demanded 
arrest of  all the accused 
involved in the vio-
lence.

VHP leaders held a 
press conference and al-
leged that one-sided ac-
tion was taken by the 
police and administra-
tion. VHP leader Pratap 
Singh Nagda threat-
ened to launch an agita-
tion and VHP members 

will take out a march 
from Chhabra to Baran 
if  administration was 
failed to initiate action 
against the culprits in-
volved in the violence.

He said that the gov-
ernment should give 
compensation to vio-
lence-hit victims. The 

VHP has also called for 
Baran bandh on April 
16 against the incident.

On the other hand, 
BJP MLA Madan Dila-
war also claimed that 
properties worth Rs. 200 
crore were damaged by 
the members of  a par-
ticular community.

First India Bureau 

Jaipur: Rajasthan HC 
has issued notice to 
state government and 
RPSC asking why the 
candidates having high-
er qualification were 
considered ineligible 
for Physiotherapist Re-
cruitment-2018.

A division bench of  
Justice Govardhan 

Barhaddar and Justice 
Manoj Vyas issued no-
tice to DoP Secretary, 
Health Secretary, Addi-
tional Director- Health 
and RPSC and asked 
why candidates with 
high qualification were 
not included in recruit-
ment. Advocate Ram 
Pratap Saini, on behalf  
of  petitioner Sanjay 
Kumar and others, in-

formed HC that only 
those with diploma for 
the post of  physiother-
apist have been consid-
ered eligible.

He said RUHS has 
discontinued diploma 
course after 2006 and 
BPT course is being 
done in its place. Thus 
there is no justification 
for retaining diploma 
eligibility for the post. 

Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) 
state president Sat-
ish Poonia on 
Wednesday criticised 
the Congress Gov-
ernment in the state 
for following the pol-
icy of  appeasement 
of  minority commu-
nity, which has 
caused consterna-
tion in the majority 
community. 

Expressing con-
cern over Chhabra 
violence, Poonia said 
there was loss of  at 
least Rs 50 crore of  
the people in this in-
cident. He said in-

stead of  imbibing 
confidence in the ma-
jority community, 
the Congress govern-
ment has been ter-
rorising them. 

Poonia demanded 
compensation from 
the government. 

He said that ‘love 
jihad’ and cow-smug-
gling incidents are 
rising in the state 
and the government 
has failed to check 
these incidents in the 
state. 

“It is the failure of  
the government to 
check a small inci-
dent which snow-
balled into a large 
violence. 

Vimal Kothari

Mumbai: The financial 
year 2020-21 witnessed 
an overall decline of  
28.46% to US$ 25.31 bil-
lion in the overall ex-
ports of  gem and jewel-
lery compared with US$ 
35.37 bn in the fiscal 
year 2019-20, as per the 
data of  the apex body 
The Gem and Jewellery 
Export Promotion 
Council (GJEPC). How-
ever, there is a signifi-
cant increase in the ex-
ports witnessed in the 

last quarter of  the fi-
nancial year ended 
March 31, 2021, with an 
increase of  over 12.73% 
as compared to same pe-
riod last year.

Colin Shah, Chair-
man, GJEPC said, “FY 
2020-2021 was an excep-

tional year, yet the in-
dustry has shown resil-
ience, adapted to the 
new normal and strived 
towards attaining re-
covery in exports in the 
second half  of  the year.  
Post witnessing a de-
cline in the first three 
quarters, the gems & 
jewellery exports have 
witnessed a remarkable 
growth of  12.73% in Q4. 
However, the year 2020-
21 ends with a 28.46% 
decline in overall gross 
exports of  gems & jew-
ellery.” 

Naveen Sharma

Jaipur: The hotel in-
dustry has come to a 
standstill due to the 
sudden rise in Corona 
cases in the state. Night 
curfew in Jaipur and 
partial lockdown in 
some other states have 
put the industry in dire 
straits.

Despite the five-star 
hotels and even the 
budget hotels reducing 
their srent by 20 to 40 
percent still 70 to 80 per-
cent of  their rooms are 
running empty. 

Earlier as the cases 
of  Covid-19 decreased, 
the tourism business 
was gradually improv-
ing. According to hotel 
sources, the hotels in 
Jaipur had up to 80 pc 
bookings in March. 
These have now been 
reduced to 20 to 25 pc, 
said Gajendra Luniwal, 
president of  Jaipur Ho-
tel of  Association.Ra-
jasthan attracts a lot of  
tourists from various 
parts of  the country.

First India Bureau 

Udaipur/ Alwar/ 
Banswara/Ajmer/
Pali: Two hotel man-
agement students were 
killed when their bike 
was hit by a truck on 
the Balicha highway 
near Hotel Amargarh 
under Govardhan Vilas 
police station in 
Udaipur on Tuesday 
night. A large crowd of  
gathered on the high-
way when a truck hit an 
onlooker injuring him.

A speeding truck 
coming from 
Ahmedabad towards 
Udaipur hit the bike 
which was dragged for 
about 10 feet. Mohit 
Jain (23) and Bhanu-
pratap Singh (22), resi-
dent of  Sector 4 Ma-
haviranagar, were 
killed on the spot. SHO 
Badrilal said that both 
were students of  Insti-
tute of  Hotel Manage-
ment in Kundal. 

In Alwar, two bikers 
were killed as a Hary-
ana roadways bus 
crushed them in Behror 
town on Wednesday af-
ternoon. 

The bike was dragged 
under the bus for about 
200 meters. Both died on 
the spot and the driver 
is detained. 

The police were iden-

tifying the deceased 
who were going towards 
Delhi on Punjab num-
ber bike.   

In Banswara, three 
bikers riders were 
killed when an uniden-
tified vehicle hit them 
near Sarvodaya College 
on Highway number 113 
in Dahod under Kalin-
jra police station of  
Banswara. People found 
the trio dead on Wednes-
day morning. Police 
identified the trio as 
Akhil, Kapil, and Ajay. 

Two minor girls were 
killed and 38 others 
were injured in two sep-
arate road accidents in 
Ajmer and Pali dis-
tricts.

A seven year old girl 
was killed and five oth-
er passengers were in-
jured when a bus in 

which they were travel-
ling overturned in 
Ajmer district.

The incident oc-
curred when the bus 
was on its way to Nasir-
abad to Baghsuri vil-
lage.  

The victims were 
rushed to Nasirabad 
hospital where doctors 
declared seven year old 
Komal dead. The in-
jured are being treated 
at the local hospital, po-
lice said.

In Pali,a tractor trol-
ley overturned  near 
Sedaria village in Rohat 
police station area 
which left a three 
month old girl dead and 
33 injured. They were 
rushed to a nearby hos-
pital from where 14 per-
sons were referred to 
Jodhpur.

During the curfew in Chhabra town, an eerie silence prevails in 
the market near Dharnavada intersection on Wednesday.

The bike trapped under the Haryana Roadways bus in Alwar, 
killing two on Wednesday.

Governor Kalraj Mishra feeding to a cow at Raj Bhawan premises on Wednesday.

Cong appeasing 
minority: Poonia

2 hotel mgmt students among 
10 killed in separate accidents

Hotel industry 
hit hard by 
second wave 
of Covid-19

TIGER 
REHABILITATION 
SOON IN 
MUKUNDARA

Ravi Katara 

Bharatpur: In a tragic 
incident, three minor 
girls died due to suffo-
cation after they acci-
dentally locked inside a 
car in Bharatpur dis-
trict of  Rajasthan on 
Wednesday.

The incident oc-
curred in Kandoli vil-
lage where Devanshi, 

Vaishnavi and Hina, all 
aged around 5 years, 
were playing outside 
their houses. They 
opened the door of  a car 
parked there and en-
tered into it. SHO Roop-
was PS Bhojaram said, 
The car accidentally 
locked and they could 
not come out and fell 
unconscious due to suf-
focation and later died.

Three minor girls die of 
suffocation inside car



Art and Beauty add grace to  
life, to appreciate these is to 
appreciate creativity and  

the creation of God.
—Jagdeesh Chandra, CEO & Editor-in-Chief, First India
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DR. BHIMRAO AMBEDKAR JAYANTI CELEBRATIONS

Assimilate the core spirit of the Constitution: CM
Naresh Sharma

Jaipur: Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot has said 
that while celebrating 
the birth anniversary of  
great men, we should 
adopt their views as 
well. “The situations in 
which the nation stands 
today, there is a need to 
establish harmony in 
the society, following the 
path shown by Babasa-
heb Dr Bhimrao Ambed-
kar,” Gehlot said while 
addressing a seminar on 
‘Role of  Sarva Samaj for 
Peaceful State’ organ-
ised on Ambedkar Jay-
anti through video con-
ference from the CMR 
on Wednesday. 

He said that happi-
ness and peace cannot 
prevail in a family 
where there are quar-
rels. “The same thing 
applies to our society, 
state and country as 
well. Today, the lan-
guage which is disinte-

grating the society is 
being used, people are 
being misled. This is 
causing disharmony in 
various sections of  the 
society. The basic spirit 
of  secularism has been 
forgotten. There is a lot 
of  pressure on constitu-
tional institutions. We 
need to be restrained in 
our behavior and lan-
guage while assimilat-
ing the basic spirit of  
the Constitution,” Ge-
hlot said.

The Chief  Minister 
said that Dr Ambedkar 
did not react to the in-
justice and humiliation 
done to him in his child-
hood, but made himself  
capable by studying and 
gave rights to the Dalits, 
the exploited and the 
backward. “The father 
of  the nation, Mahatma 
Gandhi, also faced dis-
crimination and insult 
in South Africa, and 
started a bid to over-
come the lowliness and 

maintain harmony in 
the society. Our youth 
also needs to be shown 
the right path. They 
have to be encouraged 
to reflect on the situa-
tion in the country, so 
that they can improve 
upon it. In this age of  
information technology, 
untouchability and veil 
practices are a stigma 
on humanity,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Minister 
of  Minority Affairs 
Shale Mohammad said 
that efforts are being 
made to divide the soci-
ety on the basis of  caste 
and religion. “There-
fore, in such a situation, 
there is a need to adopt 
the views of  Gandhiji 
and Babasaheb Dr. 
Ambedkar,” he said. 
Minister of  State for So-
cial Justice and Em-
powerment, Rajendra 
Yadav said that, follow-
ing the views of  Babasa-
heb , work is being done 
in the state with the 

feeling of  welfare of  
downtrodden, exploited 
and backward classes.

The seminar’s speak-
er was Gandhian think-
er Dr N Subbarao who 
said that there should 
be no discrimination on 
the basis of  religion, 
caste and region and 
the entire human race 
should be treated as one 
family, we need to give 
such education to our 
children. 

He thanked the Chief  
Minister for his efforts 
to bring together the 
Sarva Samaj through 
this event on Ambedkar 
Jayanti.

Gandhian thinker 
and former Vice Presi-
dent of  Gandhi Peace 
Foundation, PV Rajago-
pal said that the use of  
language that breaks 
the society will have an 
adverse effect on our fu-
ture generations. 

“A balanced way of  
speaking and knowl-

edge-based information 
is very important for 
society today. We need 
to strengthen non-vio-
lence even more than 
violence.  Even Gandhi-
ji did not believe in hav-
ing a feeling of  hatred 
for the opponents,” he 
said.

Vice Chancellor of  Dr 
Bhimrao Ambedkar 
Law University, Dr Dev 
Swaroop said that for the 
first time Babasaheb  
created consciousness 
among the downtrodden 
and underprivileged and 
made them realise that 
they also have a right to 
equal resources. 

Chief  Secretary 
Niranjan Arya said that 
emotional unity was a 
major part of  Babasa-
heb Dr Ambedkar’s 
principals, which is 
needed today. 

Meanwhile, awards 
for notable services 
were distributed on the 
occasion.Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot paying floral tribute to Dr Bhimrao Ambedkar on Wednesday.

New Delhi: Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla on 
Wednesday paid floral 
tribute to Dr BR Ambed-
kar on his 130th birth 
anniversary and said 
country progressed at a 
fast pace after inde-
pendence owing to Ba-
basaheb’s visions.

“Owing to Babasa-
heb’s visions, India pro-
gressed at a fast pace af-
ter Independence that 
benefitted all fractions of  
society,” the Lok Sabha 
speaker said at the event. 
Remembering the archi-
tect of  Indian Constitu-
tion and Bharat Ratna 
awardee, Birla said: 
“Ambedkar was the man 

who contributed his 
whole life to make the so-
ciety just and equity 

whose aim was to develop 
the country and welfare 
of  the people. He had 

spent his whole life pro-
tecting human rights and 
human esteem. He also 
demanded equality and 
justice for the people.”

Born on April 14, 
1891, Babasaheb 
Ambedkar was an Indi-
an jurist, economist, 
politician and social re-
former who cam-
paigned against social 
discrimination towards 
the untouchables (Dal-
its) and supported the 
rights of  women and 
workers. He died on De-
cember 6, 1956.

In 1990, Ambedkar was 
conferred with the Bharat 
Ratna, India’s highest ci-
vilian award. —ANI

Birla: India progressed at fast pace after 
Independence due to Babasaheb’s visions

REMEMBERING ARCHITECT OF CONSTITUTION

lll

Babasaheb BR 
Ambedkar spent 

his whole life 
protecting 

human rights 
and human 

esteem. He also 
demanded 

equality and 
justice for the 

people, said  
Om Birla

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla paying floral tribute to Dr BR 
Ambedkar on his 130th birth anniversary on Wednesday.

Pilot: Political appointments, 
Cabinet expansion soon
Aishwary Pradhan

Jaipur: Former CM 
Sachin Pilot on Wednes-
day expressed possibil-
ity of  political appoint-
ments and Cabinet ex-
pansion soon.

Pilot told the media at 
PCC office that it has 
been two-and-a-half  
years to the government 
and Chief  Minister 
Ashok Gehlot is making 
political appointments 
from time to time. But 
in the coming time, the 
process should be more 
rapid. He said the work 
of  3-member commit-
tee, which was formed 
for Cabinet expansion 
and political appoint-
ments, was hindered 
due to death of  one 
member Ahmed Patel.

“But I am confident 
that the committee 
formed under the leader-
ship of  Sonia Gandhi will 
complete the work soon, 
now there is no reason for 
delay,” Pilot hoped. He 
said that the Congress 
would win by-elections in 
all three seats as everyone 
has done a good job in the 
by-elections.

“Leaders, workers, 

MLAs & ministers 
worked hard in the elec-
tions. The people will 
vote for the Congress on 
the basis of  the work 
done by the government 
in two-and-a-half  years. 
BJP is struggling with 
internecine politics 
these days,” he said. Pi-
lot denied any resent-
ment or displeasure 
among the SC-ST MLAs.

Sachin Pilot meets people at his residence in Jaipur on Wednesday.

JDA’S ‘MINOR’ DECISION 
HAS MAJOR ‘SETBACKS’!
Abhishek Srivastava

Jaipur: The Jaipur 
Development Author-
ity (JDA) has been the 
premier agency that 
has the onus of  ideat-
ing and enforcing de-
velopmental agendas 
for the ‘first planned 
city of  India’-Jaipur. 

In the past few 
months, the JDA had 
even conducted exem-
plary work in every 
sphere of  its opera-
tion under the leader-
ship of  JDC Gaurav 
Goyal and just when it 
seemed that the old 
glory days would re-
turn, the ‘Authority’ 
has done the unthink-
able. 

On its own volition, 
the JDA has put into 
effect a new ‘arrange-
ment’ without bring-
ing in the necessary 
amendments in the 
building bylaws. 

Furthermore, the 
said changes are of  its 
own ‘volition’ i.e. the 

state government has 
not even been consult-
ed for the same as the 
Zone Level Commit-
tee has drawn the 
plans and approved 
the same! 

According to the 
new ‘plans’ approval, 
the committee will 
give approval for con-
truction till 15 meter 
in height and for 
plinth and stilt in 
2,500 sq mt of  plot. In-
terestingly, the con-
cerned town planners 
are made the member 
secretaries in these 
committees formed 

under Zonal Deputy 
Commissioners. 

Town planners 
have a major role in 
giving approval to 
construction plans, 
but in most of  zone of-
fices, these ‘planners’ 
are giving services on 
contractual basis.

Now the million 
dollar question is, 
Can a contractual em-
ployee be accorded 
such a major respon-
sibility, and if  there 
actually exists an ar-
rangement for their 
monitoring or super-
vision?

CM’s efforts to deal with Corona praised
From Pg 1...

ehlot instruct-
ed the doctors 
to conduct a 
comparative 
study of  infec-

tivity, disease severity 
and deaths in the first 
and second wave of  co-
rona, with the aim of  
formulating a strategy 
for assessment and man-
agement of  the severity 
of  present condition of  
corona infection in the 
state. This time rural ar-
eas and youth popula-
tion are also getting in-
fected, he said.

Bharatiya Janata 
Party State President 
Satish Poonia, Deputy 
Leader of  Opposition  
Rajendra Rathore, Com-
munist Party of  India 
Representative DK 
Changani and repre-
sentatives of  all other 
social organisations, 
trade unions, employ-
ees’ organisations ap-
preciated the decisions 
taken by Gehlot during 
the last one year to pre-
vent Corona outbreak. 

All members during 

the meeting, in one 
voice, appealed to take 
drastic measures to con-
trol the second wave 
and assured that their 
organisations will fully 
cooperate in the compli-
ance of  all decisions 
and guidelines of  the 
state government to 
control the serious situ-
ation arising due to non-

compliance of  the Covid 
Protocol by the common 
people. The meeting, 
which lasted for more 
than three hours, was 
broadcast live on vari-
ous social media plat-
forms.

Meanwhile, Medical 
and Health Minister Dr 
Raghu Sharma ex-
pressed concern over 

higher infectivity in the 
second wave and said 
that this time the avail-
ability of  infrastructure 
and facilities is more in 
the medical and health 
department of  the state 
as compared to the pre-
vious wave. “But with 
the general public not 
following Covid disci-
pline, the transition is 

growing at a very fast 
pace. If  people continue 
to be negligent, then all 
medical arrangements 
would be of  no match,” 
he said.

Minister of  State for 
Education Govind Sin-
gh Dotasra said that the 
10th and 12th examina-
tions conducted by the 
RBSE, Ajmer, have been 
postponed for the time 
being. “In addition, it 
has been decided to pro-
mote the students of  
class 8 to class 9, class 9 
students to class 10 and 
class 11 students to class 
12. If  teaching work in 
the schools is stopped at 
present, teachers can be 
given the responsibility 
of  carrying out the re-
sponsibilities related to 
Covid management in-
cluding awareness cam-
paign,” he said.

Minister of  State for 
Medicine, Dr Subhash 
Garg said the state gov-
ernment would take all 
possible measures to 
control the infection and 
cooperation of  all is ex-
pected to implement 
them on the ground.

G
RAJ IMPOSES 11-HOUR NIGHT CURFEW FROM FRIDAY
	l Night curfew from 6pm 

till 5am and markets will 
be closed by 5 pm.

	l For a period from April 
16 to 30, all educational 
and coaching institutes and 
libraries will remain closed.

	l Number of guests in 
private functions, mar-
riages will not be more 
than 50 excluding the 
band members. This is  
applicable from April 16 to 
May 31.

	l Not more than 20 peo-
ple allowed for funeral.

	l There will be no permis-
sion for any kind of public, 
social, political, sports, 
entertainment, educational, 

cultural, religious events/
procession & festivals.

	l Worship at religious 
places will be performed 
by authorities of the places 
only and the arrangement 
of online darshan will 
continue.

	l Cinema halls, theater, 
multiplex, amusement 
parks etc will be closed. 
Swimming pools & gyms 
cannot operate.

	l Restaurants and clubs 
will be allowed to open 
with 50% seating capac-
ity. They will follow night 
curfew directions. Home 
delivery allowed till 8 pm.

	l In all govt & pvt of-

fices with more than 100 
employees, 50%  of staff 
will be allowed and rest will 
WFH. If there is a positive 
case, the workplace will be 
closed for 72 hours. 

	l Only 2 passengers 
allowed in auto rickshaws 
apart from driver while in 
four wheeler cabs, 50% of 
the seating capacity apart 
from driver permissible.

	l In buses, 50% seating 
capacity will be allowed. No 
passenger will be allowed 
to travel while standing in 
public transport.

	l In pvt vehicles, no. of 
occupants shall not be 
more than permissible limit.



City First 
wishes its 
readers a 

very Happy 
Gangaur. 
May the 

festival of 
colours 

bring 
happiness 
and joy to 

your lives!

The colourful affair!
angaur is one of  the 
most vivid festivals re-
joiced with great en-
thusiasm and happi-
ness all over the Indian 
state of  Rajasthan.

The word ‘Gangaur’ 
signifies Lord Shiva and Par-
vathi together. But mainly, this 
festival is held in honour of  

Goddess Parvati as she is re-
garded as the epitome of  mar-
ital love, strength, courage, 
power and excellence. The rit-
ual is made colourful and joy-
ous with the traditional folk 
songs sung in praise of  Gauri.

The festival is altogether a 
very colour affair, which at-
tracts a huge number of  tour-
ists. The cultural extravagan-
za associated with it starts on 
the first day of  the Chaitra 
month.

It generally lasts for 18 days, 
as people in most of  the re-
gions start performing the rit-

uals a day after Holi. Women 
put on their finest jewellery for 
the festival, and new, colourful 
sarees- often red, the colour of  
marriage in India. They deco-
rate the palms of  their hands 
and feet with Mehndi. In some 
area, the women and girls fast 
during the festival, eating only 
once a day.

This festival also showcases 
that how the people are well 
connected to their roots and 
culture amid the modern cul-
ture and western impacts and 
are passing the rich tradition 
to their future generations.

KARISHMA GWALANI
karishma.gwalani@firstindia.co.in
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WORLD ART DAY!

JAIPUR | THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021www.fi rstindia.co.in I www.fi rstindia.co.in/epaper/ I twitter.com/thefi rstindia I facebook.com/thefi rstindia I instagram.com/thefi rstindia

CHANDAN SEN

reativity for the 
artist sees no 
boundaries or lim-
itations of  the me-
dium. For Mugdha 
Sinha IAS Secre-
tary Art & Culture 

Rajasthan has developed 
an extraordinary passion 
to paint bottles with col-
ourful impressions to 
make it “A thing of  Beauty 
- A Joy Forever”. Her in-
depth passion for painting 
on glass bottles and other 
media with visually im-
pressive colourful designs 
has produced a magical 
impact in the form of  an 
artistic piece of  art. She 
recently held an exhibition 
of  her art at the prestig-
ious Jawahar Kala Kendra 
(JKK) Jaipur and talked 
about her multifaceted 
Bottle Art in a candid chat 
with Chandan Sen.

1.What is the inspiration 
behind the creativity 
especially on bottles?

 In 2012 -13, during my as-
signment in the Govern-
ment of  India. I had a 
very hectic schedule 
and after a very hard 
day of  work, I had a very 
compulsive urge to 
paint. I could not find 
any painting material 

and found an empty dis-
carded Vodka bottle and 
just started painting on 
it with my brushes and 
the acrylic paints that I 
had with me. Inspired 
by Van Gogh I made 
amateurish sunflower 
designs on it. It luckily 
came out well. This ir-
resistible /compulsive 
habit gradually pros-
pered and augured well 
for me. Meanwhile, I de-
veloped a creative way 
to collect bottles. I ex-
changed my raddi (gar-
bage newspaper stuff) 
with the bottles.

2. How did you select the 
bottles and the type of  
colours?

Initially, there was no 
choice for me since 
there was a dearth of  
bottles. I am self-taught 
and continue to paint ac-
cording to the shape of  
the bottle and mood. I 
loved the Vodka bottles 
owing to their thick 
base and the wine bot-
tles since they were 
more tall/slender in 
shape etc. The type, size 
layout of  the bottles 
evoked new creativity in 
me. Today I have a good 
collection of  more than 
200 bottles which I am 
exhibiting in my exhibi-

tion. Since now people 
have known about my 
creativity on bottles, I 
receive many empty bot-

tles in bulk from my 
friends in the form of  
liquor bottles, cologne 
bottles, other bottles.

3. What exactly is the 
start–end sequence?

It is a very subtle process 
now. I do it whenever I 

find time, feel like doing 
it. I clean the bottle, 
wash it using soap/
sandpaper. Then use 
them without colouring 
the base, in the stained 
glass the transparency 
remains. The subjects 
include flowers, leaves, 
divine forces, etc. I put 
base colours in a few 
and start developing it. 
Sometimes use chalk or 
an acrylic marker on it. 
And thus the painting 
starts and ends. The joy 
is just colossal.

4. What sort of  images, 
impressions do you 
generate on these bot-
tles?

What I draw on the bottles, 
combinations, acrylic, 
knife on the bottle, stain 
glass on the bottle, or de-
coupage on the bottle is 
of  course mood depend-
ent. It comes to me natu-
rally. I love doing florals: 
tulips, roses, lotuses, 
flower design, blue pot-
tery combination or de-
sign Gond art, Madhu-
bani or Kalamkari 
which I like and have 
tried this on the bottles. 
A series inspired by the 
Rajasthani Miniature 
especially the cityscape, 
Turkish Turrets and 
Mosques, Sufis, Aurora 

Borealis, nature: flora & 
fauna on the bottles, geo-
metric designs etc. I 
have also started upscal-
ing tin boxes say the 
cashew cookie boxes re-
ceived in flights convert-
ing them into jewellery 
boxes with design, old 
discarded trays have 
also been painted. 

5. Any plans for a multi-
media integration with 
these creative objects 
like lights, objects etc?

Multimedia integration can 
have light holders in 
them, light sources table 
lamps, as lampstands 
with shades, more deco-
ration with ceramics, use 
clay and convert them 
into vases, as artefacts, 
can be used in the alter. 
Some three-dimensional 
objects can be used as a 
video montage I would 
love to hold workshops 
and awareness events on 
the art and inspire people 
to rejuvenate their art 
and convert empty dis-
carded bottles, old furni-
ture into embellished 
pieces of  art for the con-
noisseur or aficionado to 
savour. 

Her Bottle art collection 
can be seen on her Ins-
tagram handle@bottle_
is_canvass.

Bottle Is
Canvass

C

Inspire your heart with ART!
KARISHMA 
GWALANI
Karishma.gwalani
@firstindia.co.in

O
n this World Art 
Day, City First 
encourages eve-
ryone to join in 

and participate in vari-
ous activities like work-
shops, conferences, de-
bates, cultural events 
and presentations or 
exhibitions to unleash 
the artist in you!

World Art Day is cel-
ebrated globally on 
April 15, every year, to 
promote the develop-
ment, diffusion and en-
joyment of  art. This 
day is being celebrated 
all over the world to em-
phasize the importance 
of  art that nurtures 
creativity, innovation 
and cultural diversity 
for all peoples across 
the globe. 

We won’t be going 
around the history of  
this day, (you can al-
ways google it) but we 
brought you the actual 
art, from the renowned 
Artists of  Rajasthan, 
Gujarat and Lucknow! 
Some of  them decided 
to create illustrations 
about the importance 
of  taking care of  your 
mental health during 
times of  isolation; 
while others opted to 
express themselves 
through a different 
form of  art.

This pandemic 
has been a very 
tough time for 
people and during 
this time, art can 
be a medium 
to remove the 
frustration and 
tension. Any short 
time devoted to 
art can be very 
helpful to re-
energize someone 
to fi ght with the 
situations. 

—AJIT KUMAR, 
RAJ

Art evokes emotions, 
whether they are happy or 
sad, disturbing or excit-
ing. Art makes you feel, 
and art makes you think. 
Pieces of art can make 
you question not only 
the artist’s interpretation 
or message, but also 
your own feelings. It is a 
strong, visual way to con-
vey emotions and ideas 
without using text.

—JASSI AHIR, GUJ

Art is a mode 
of inquiry, a 
way of engag-
ing with the 
world. It is 
both inves-
tigation and 
product of 
that research. 
If it provokes 
thought, 
invites further 
inquiry, if it makes me and others 
work to uncover its explicit and tacit 
meaning, and thus evoke a sense of 
wonder, then all the better. How Art 
makes me feel is not so important 
as how it makes me THINK!

—YAHNVI KALLANI, UP

World Art Day 
celebrations 
help to bridge 
the gap between 
artist, artistic 
creations and 
society thus 
encouraging 
greater aware-
ness of the 
diversity of 
artistic expres-
sions and also 
highlight the contribution of artists to 
our society and the importance of Art 
in everyone’s life as I strongly believe 
that in every person there is a hidden 
form of art. 

—SAUMYA SHARMA, RAJ

Art for me means an escape from 
the everyday. It is also a way to 
express myself. Although I love the 
ritual of creating art, in the end, it 
feels really good when someone 
gives you a positive comment. 
It helps to keep pushing to keep 
creating. ‘Jaipur. The illustrator’ 
is my art page which was started 
to spread love via my art. To bring 
people close to reality.

—CHHAYA SONI, RAJ

Art is capable 
of changing 
everything. It 
is not just a 
piece of paper 
with colors 
put together 
in a random 
pattern. It is 
also the sky in 
pretty colors, 
charcoal draw-
ings, painting saraswati failing her 
math exam and realizing bad grades 
doesn’t mean bad brains. The way 
people dress up or tie their hair or 
make their coffee or just how they 
view the world. Art is adding values 
to your life everyday, you know? 
Often and impactfully. Sometimes, 
you just have to be alive to feel it. 

—TRISHA SINGH, UP

Mugdha Sinha demonstrating her art

Mugdha SinhaArt work from the ‘Bottle is Canvass’ exhibition



A
ctress Katrina Kaif  began 
her Wednesday by treating 
fans with her life updates 
while she is on her road to 

recovery from COVID 19. It was 
on April 7 that Katrina 

had put out a state-
ment on social me-

dia where she in-
formed fans that 
she tested posi-
tive for COVID 

19 and is in-
home quaran-
tine. Since 

then, the 
P h o n e 
Bhoot star 
has been 
t a k i n g 
her own 
s w e e t 
time in 
recovery 
f r o m 
C O V I D 

19 and 
has been 
s h a r i n g 
updates via 
quarantine 
selfies. Kat-

rina wrote, 
“Just me for 

c o m p a n y. ” 
Seeing the 
star’s picture, 
fans showered 
love on her. A 
fan wrote, 
“Pretty.” Anoth-
er one wished, 
“Get well soon 
Kat.” —Agency

K
areena Kapoor Khan recently got 
candid about her lockdown mo-
ments and how she spent it with her 
husband Saif  Ali Khan and son 

Taimur Ali Khan. She made the revelations 
during her upcoming celebrity cooking show 
and stated that Saif  did try his hand at 
cooking. This isn’t all. The Jab We Met 
actress also revealed that the 
father-son duo enjoyed 
their baking time at 
home. “I think during 
the lockdown, every-
one was kind of  
making banana 
bread, I didn’t 
make banana 
bread, but Saif  
was really ex-
perimenting 
with a lot of  
food. Taimur 
and Saif  love 
it.” —Agency
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K
riti Sanon is the busiest bee 
of  tinsel town currently with 
more than 6 films in her kitty. 
What makes these even more 

interesting is the range of  her films in 
terms of  their genres. From a horror-
comedy to an action film, the actress will 
be seen leading multiple genre films.

Talking about having so many different 
genres in her lineup Kriti said, “My work 
is so exciting because no set, no film is 
like the other. Doing such varied genres 

is helping me explore different 
shades of  myself  as an actor.”

TOOFAAN: 
A DREAM PROJECT

CITY FIRST

D
reams truly have 
come true for 
Mrunal Thakur, 
who someday 

hoped to star in a 
Rakeysh Omprakash 
Mehra film after watch-
ing Bhaag Milkha 
Bhaag. The actress is 
now part of  the talented 
ensemble star cast of  
Mehra’s sports drama 
‘Toofaan’ presented by 
Amazon in association 
with Excel Entertain-
ment and ROMP Pic-

tures. With 
‘ T o o f a a n ’ , 
Mrunal, who 
has worked with 
some of  the lead-
ing names in the 
industry this 
early in her ca-
reer, got the op-
portunity to 
work with both 
Farhan Akhtar 
and Rakeysh 
O m p r a k a s h 
Mehra, both of  
whom she’s had 
a deep admira-
tion for.

CITY FIRST

Z irakpuria 
is a new 
sensation 
in the 

world of music. 
His two Pun-
jabi video songs- 
‘Nachna Sikha 
Deya’ & ‘You and 
Me’,  turned him 
into one of the 
most sought-after 
singers with three 
million viewer-
ship. Tall & hand-
some, a Com-
puter Engineer 
by profession, 
he assumed the 
pseudonym of 
the place which 
catapulted him to 
fame- ‘Zirakpur’!  
He released his 
latest Hindi Cover 
Audio song ‘Zara 
Sa’ on 9th April. 
Don’t miss the 
pure- mesmer-
izing voice of the 
inimitable singer, 
Zirakpuria- set to 
take the ‘Frame 
Phaad’ to new 
heights.

New Sensation Katy opens up
aty Perry and partner Orlando Bloom 
welcomed their daughter Daisy Dove 
in August 2020 and since then the cou-
ple has been exploring parenthood 
together. Recently, the Roar singer 
made an appearance on social media 
with Orlando’s ex Miranda Kerr for an 

Instagram live session. Calling it ‘best job’ and 
the ‘most fulfilling’ one, Katy revealed what the 
last few months have been like. —Agency

K

Returned to duties

Parted ways

CM Punk Revealed

Justin revealed

Kriti Sanon
REVEALS

Lockdown moments

Sharing
moments

I
t has not even 
been a week since 
the demise of  her 
husband Prince 

Philip, but that did 
not stop Queen Eliza-
beth from perform-
ing royal duties. As 
per reports, the 
Queen was back at 
work on Tuesday as 
she attended her first 
royal engagement since Prince Philip’s de-
mise. According to the Court Circular via 
People, the monarch hosted a retirement 
ceremony on Tuesday. —Agency

O
livia Wilde 
and former 
partner Ja-
son Sudeikis 

split last year and 
since then the ac-
tress has moved on. 
She made her ro-
mance with Harry 
Styles public earlier 
this year. On Tues-
day, Olivia was being 
harassed by an alleged stalker who showed 
up at her home and left notes referring to 
Harry Styles. Citing danger, Olivia’s lawyer 
got a restraining order in which the man 
was ordered to stay ‘100 yards away’ from 
the actress and her family. —Agency

W
hen it 
comes to 
CM Punk, 
the never-

ending questions 
about a much craved 
WWE return will for-
ever haunt him and 
in various interviews, 
the wrestler who goes 
by the real name Phil 
Brooks has stuck to 
his ‘Never say never’ reply. CM Punk was 
once again asked about his interest in step-
ping back inside the ring. “The wrestling 
world doesn’t necessarily need CM Punk and 
that’s absolutely fine. —Agency

J
ustin Bieber 
recently re-
leased his new 
album Justice 

and the singer is now 
reflecting on his jour-
ney of  once again ris-
ing up to top the charts 
after a tough period of  
dealing with mental 
health issues and 
drug abuse. The sing-
er got candid about everything that he has 
been through in the past two years. —Agency

Queen Elizabeth

Olivia Wilde

Phil Brooks

Justin Bieber

Katrina Kaif
Kareena Kapoor Khan

Poster of the movie, ‘Toofan’

Kriti Sanon

Katy Perry

Poster of ‘You & Me



Celebrating Happiness

The festival of Sinjara was celebrated at 
various places in the Pink City on Wednesday. 
The festival was celebrated enthusiastically 

by women of the city. 

BD Kalla and Shiv Kumari Kalla

Grand daughters of B D Kalla, Saumya and Ritu with
Shiv Kumari Kalla performing puja at home

The Pink Womaniya Club celebrating Gangaur and Baisakhi at
Beetles Restaurant, Jaipur Gangaur celebration by Tonk Fatak Mahila Mandal

The team of Shilpi Foundation celebrating Gangaur at Hotel Grand Safari, Jaipur

MEMORIES & MILESTONES!

Jagdeesh Chandra with Kavita Pant and Team First India celebrated the Second Anniversary of First India’s Jaipur edition on 
Wednesday at the newspaper office, Jaipur. He congratulated the team and wished them luck!  —PHOTOS BY SUMAN SARKAR

COURTESY VISIT!

Jagdeesh Chandra congratulated Muskan Kamdar for being the 
1st runner up in Miss India Glam 2021 beauty pageant, during 
her courtesy visit on Wednesday.

Rajasthan State Transport Minister Pratap Singh Khachariyawas 
released the poster of ‘Help- an effort towards road safety’ an 
initiative by Nirmal Jain, Chairman of All India Welfare Society, 
Member of National Road Safety Council. After presenting it to 
the state government, Nirmal Jain has offered to work with the 
government for this research.

April 14th marks the birth anniversary of the Father of 
the Indian Constitution, Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar. A grand 
celebration was held at Jaipur Ambedkar Circle on the 
occasion of his 130th birth anniversary. The ceremony 
was attended by various members and office bearers of 
RSSEWA and showed Baba Saheb’s dream education, 
organization, struggle as well as a commitment to 
empowering women. The RSSEWA organisation works for 
women, youth, and the weaker sections of society. Urmila, 
Neetu, Seema Hingonia, Shakuntala, Dr Ritu, Nisha, Sunita, 
Lekha among others were also present on the occasion.

POSTER LAUNCHED!

CITY FIRST

he launching 
ceremony of  
the Fam Tag 
Awards and 
Fashion mag-
azine was or-
ganised by 

Falak Fame Produc-
tion at Hotel Grand 
Safari, Jaipur on 
Monday. Various 
dignitaries from 
the film, fashion, 
modelling industries 
were present on the 
occasion. Show direc-
tor Rahil Amir along 
with other team mem-
bers, Ashish and Kajal 

Bansal said that 
after the success 

of  the previous maga-
zines this year, we 
have tried to do some-
thing different with 
creativity. Various 
people were awarded 

for their generous act 
during the lockdown.
Miss Rajasthan and 
Elite Miss Rajasthan 
models and directors 
are also given a special 
mention in the maga-
zine.

THE BIG LAUNCHCONGRATULATIONS!

The engagement celebration of Shubham Gautam and Aayushi Sharma was held on Wednesday at 
Hotel Om Tower, Jaipur. Various renowned faces of the city attended the celebratory evening and 
congratulated the couple on their big day!

TUse mask save life

Wearing regular mask 
Should be your foremost task, 

Properly washing hands  
Will break the covid chain, 

Avoid sitting in groups  
When you go for trips, 

To save family & spouse 
Don’t leave your house, 
Take safety measures  

Follow vaccination orders, 
To have a peaceful life 
Observe the above five, 
Because life is valuable  

And needs God’s approval, 
So better safe than sorry 
Later on, we can merry.

Justice G K Vyas, Chairman 
State Human Rights  
Commission Jaipur

PAYING TRIBUTES

MOTI DUNGRI GANESH JI 

Gaurav Gaur, Shubham- Aayushi
and Akanksha Bhalla

Mona Gautam with Shubham- Aayushi
and Akanksha Bhalla

Rahil Ameer, Chitrlekha Sen, Riya Sain and Himakshi Choudhary

Rahil Ameer, Rahil’s mother, Chitrlekha Sen,
Pawan Goyal and Yogesh Mishra

Pratap Singh Khachariyawas, Naveen and Dr Nirmal Jain
during the poster launch

During the celebration 

Jagdeesh Chandra with (from left) Kavita,
Dinesh, Kartikey and Mahesh
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CITY    BUZZGET VACCINATED

STAY MASKED  

—PHOTOS BY SANTOSH SHARMA AND MUKESH KIRADOO
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